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ABOUT US 
A-CHOICES -The African Lifestyle Magazine

A-CHOICES magazine is an online African lifestyle magazine for ordinary-educated 

reader in English. It is not entirely about entertainment but covers other broad top-

ics including business and economy(market) arts & culture fashions, personality stories, 

sports, etc. It is a channel through which we celebrate African achievers at home and in 

the diaspora. A-CHOICES hopes to entertain, empower and inspire Africans around the 

world.

Write for Us

We’re accepting submissions from writers, thinkers, makers, scholars, and readers of on-

line publishing and editorial work. We re currently accepting submissions for our next Issues 

. We accept submissions on a rolling basis, and generally don’t close submissions until half-

way through a given issue, so there are no set closing dates. 

We do not accept work that has been previously published o blogged. 

Please send submissions to achoices@a-choicesmagazine.com

a-choicesmagazine.com

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: All contents of the Service are :Copyright © 2020 Tai Media Limited
71-75 Shelton Street, Covent Garden, London, WC2H 9JQ UK  13673966

All rights reserved.

https://a-choicesmagazine.com/
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FROM THE FIELD OF BATTLE TO THE WORLD’S STAGE:
 A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE AND CAREER OF COLIN L. POWELL

By:Gbenga Teejay
 Okunlola

The entire world is shocked at the sudden death of General Powell. Powell was revered 
as one of America’s few remaining true patriots. A large number of global leaders 

took to social media to pay honour to Colin Powell’s life and legacy by posting a brief 
message. Powell’s journey towards the United States initiated with usual circumstances.

 During his upbringing, his close-knit family surrounded him with love, support, and a 
nurturing atmosphere. In the military, he discovered his passion, and he’s dedicated his 
whole adult life to it. 

He devoted his military career to upholding democratic principles while also safeguarding 
the country. He started off in support jobs, but his pragmatic approach and organisational 
skills caught the attention of those in government advisory positions.

“Powell, a former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and former secretary of the state 
succumbed to the complications of COVID-19 on October 18, 2021”
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Early Life.

Born April 5, 1937 in New York, Colin Luther Powell to Jamaican immigrant family of 
Luther and Maud Powell; which was a prominent civil rights and community activist 
family. The South Bronx native attended the city’s public schools until graduating from 
Morris High School in 1954 with no particular prior career goals in mind.

Military Career.

Powell discovered his vocation in the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps or ROTC while 
studying geology at City College of New York. He rose quickly through the ranks to become 
the unit’s leader. Because of this encounter, his life took on structure and direction for 
the rest of his days. After graduating from high school, he joined the military and saw 
service in Vietnam in 1962–1963 and again in 1968–1969 before attending George 
Washington University.

 He received the Purple Heart in his first year of service and the Bronze Star the following 
year. Powell returned to Vietnam for a second deployment in 1968-69. A helicopter 
accident on his second trip left him seriously wounded. 
He had surgery to repair his injuries. The Soldier’s Medal was presented to him because 
he bravely risked his life to save his fellow soldiers from the burning chopper. He has 
a total of 11 military honours under his belt, including the Legion of Merit for valorous 
service. 
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Powell was promoted to the rank of four-star general in April, 1989, and President 
George W. Bush named him the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff later in August of 
the same year. He served as chairman (from August 1990 to March 1991) of the board 
throughout the invasion of Panama in 1989 and the Persian Gulf war and crisis and 
played a key role in the preparation of Desert Storm and Desert Shield. In 1993, after he 
left the military, many people assumed he would run for office. A non-runner up in the 
1996 presidential election, he joined the Republican Party and became a voice for the 
country’s issues.

As the first Black national security advisor, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
secretary of state, Powell was a trailblazer as well. And although Mr. Powell had a 
distinguished career, he had voiced concern that he would later be remembered for just 
one thing which is regarding his involvement in bringing the United States into war with 
Iraq. However, in the midst of this war, British Prime Minister Tony Blair described Powell 
as having “immense talent and integrity.” 

Powell, according to current US President Joe Biden, “embodied the highest ideals of 
both warrior and diplomat and was committed to our nation’s strength and security 
above all. Having fought in wars, he understood better than anyone that military might 
alone was not enough to maintain our peace and prosperity”. 

Political Career

In 2000, for the first time in U.S. history, the United States Senate overwhelmingly 
approved for the first ever African American; Powell; as Secretary of State under President 
George W. Bush.
 This was the first time an African American had ever held a position of leadership in 
the civil service. When Powell took office, he received accolades for running the State 
Department efficiently and building friendly relationships with foreign nations. To unite 
America’s allies for military action in Afghanistan after the terrorist events on September 
11, 2001, Secretary Powell played a key role.

When Powell was in office, he faced criticism for his part in helping to sell the United 
States on the 2003 Iraq war. He began his career in politics as a White House fellow in 
1972 and quickly rose through the ranks to become an assistant to Frank Carlucci, at 
the Office of Management and Budget’s deputy director (OMB). For a while, Powell had 
significant doubts about Bush’s plan to attack Iraq and topple Saddam Hussein.
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 Powell was confident that the Iraqi dictatorship could be kept in check via a strategy of 
containment. The president was told by him that a military invasion would devour Bush’s 
first term and that if an assault were to occur, it should utilise the significant use of force 
and have wide international backing. He said. This kind of help would be crucial if Iraq 
is to be rebuilt.

The Bishop John T. Walker Distinguished Humanitarian Service Award, The Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the Spingarn Medal, the Sylvanus Thayer Award, and the Congressional 
Gold Medal were among the various awards, honors and distinctions Powell won 
throughout his military as well as political careers. Along with these achievements, Colin 
Powell also penned a number of autobiographies about his life, including “It Worked for 
Me: In Life and Leadership” and “My American Journey.”
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Retirement

After his resignation, Powell continued to speak out on political problems, publicly 
criticising the Bush administration on a range of subjects. Powell joined other moderate 
Senate Republicans in September 2006 to support inmates at Guantanamo Bay with 
greater treatment as well as rights of the detainees. Powell made waves once again in 
2008 when he endorsed Obama for president. The majority of Powell’s retirement was 
likewise spent in the business world.
 
To assist individuals better manage their health, he joined Steve Case’s Revolution Health 
board of directors, a health-related portal and social network. Much of Powell’s life was 
devoted to encouraging others via his leadership abilities and life lessons. Colin Powel 
founded America’s Promise Alliance to ensure the well-being of children and teens from 
all socioeconomic backgrounds and to ensure that young people have the tools they 
need to achieve. Powell and his wife started the organisation together.
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A TRIBUTE TO GENERAL COLIN POWELL.
By:Seyi Awoleye
Los Angeles, CA
USA

Figures from across the political spectrum have paid their tributes to the first black 
US secretary of state and top military officer following the news. The late general and 
statesman was a symbol of an America on the rise.

US President Joe Biden has paid tribute to former US secretary of state Colin Powell 
following his death, saying he “could drive his Corvette Stingray like nobody’s business”. 
President Biden said he and his wife Jill were “deeply saddened” by the passing of their 
“dear friend and a patriot of unmatched honour and dignity”.

With the recent passing of former U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, it is important to 
take a trip down memory lane.For the most part, the age of Colin Powell was America 
at its strongest and most decisive. Powell, who became the highest-ranking African-
American general of his generation and held the highest Cabinet position ever granted 
to an African-American at the time, was part of an America on the rise.

In 1983, he served as a senior military aide to Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger, 
but he was very different from his boss. While Weinberger is largely responsible for 
Jonathan Pollard’s fate, Powell led the successful invasion of Grenada. He also helped 
navigate the airstrikes in 1986 against Libyan dictator Moammar Gaddafi in retaliation 
for the terrorist bombing of a discotheque frequented by American soldiers stationed in 
West Berlin.
In 1989, as then-President George H.W. Bush’s national security advisor, he led the 
invasion of Panama and capture of its authoritarian ruler, Manuel Antonio Noriega, who 
had amassed a personal fortune through drug trafficking.

Bush later appointed him chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In this role, he had to 
deal with the invasion of Kuwait by Saddam Hussein. Although reluctant to go to war—
believing in the use of overwhelming force to maximize results and minimize casualties—
he led the first Gulf War in 1991, using the philosophy that would come to be known as 
the “Powell Doctrine.”
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The Powell Doctrine led to victory by the United States in the first Gulf War and the total 
defeat of Saddam Hussein in the second Gulf War. Why America did not go all the way 
in the former is a matter of some controversy.

Most argue that Saddam was left in power to counterbalance the mullahs in Iran, and 
part of Powell’s reluctance to go to war in the first place had to do with the regime in 
Tehran. Though the second war was a success, Bush didn’t get re-elected in 1992.

Powell was a calm and humble soul. He might have become the first African-American 
president had he chosen to run as a Republican in 1996. But he didn’t enter the race. He 
did, however, speak at the Republican National Convention in 1996 and again in 2000. 
In 2000, he was appointed secretary of state by President George W. Bush.

In 2001, he had to deal with the challenges posed by the 9/11 attacks on the World 
Trade Center and Pentagon. Again, he opposed a war with Iraq, but as secretary of state, 
he was tasked with making the case at the United Nations to do so, using the argument 
that Saddam possessed weapons of mass destruction. I believe he could have made the 
case regardless of WMD.
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In 2004, Powell resigned as secretary of state. Most believe his resignation was a direct 
result of getting faulty information about Saddam’s WMD. Despite America’s going to 
war against Iraq and the hullabaloo about poor intelligence regarding the WMD, Bush 
was re-elected. 

His life stands as a testament not only to dedicated public service but also a strong 
belief in willingness to work across partisan division in the interests of his country. Rest 
in Peace Secretary Powell.
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SECRETARY COLIN POWELL.
By: Bunmi Johnson
New York,USA

We learnt with great shock of the passing former Secretary of State for the United States 
of America, General Colin Powell. Our hearts go out to Alma Vivian Johnson Powell, the 
children, and the broader Afro American community in the Diaspora.

Colin Powell was a distinguished officer and gentleman who fully dedicated his life to 
serving people and humanity. We will forever remember him as the first black national 
security advisor and youngest first African American chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. He was also the first black Secretary of State in the US.

He was also a proponent of the age old saying that goes “a single sparrow cannot make 
a spring”. Consequently, we will remember him as a supporter and advocate for the first 
African American president, President Barack Obama who became the 44th President 
of the United States of America.
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Working with the Secretary of State, Colin Powell was both an honour and a pleasure 
because he was forthright. We may have disagreed with him and the stance of the 
United States many a time as one served in the portfolio of Foreign Affairs, but our 
disagreements were always civil and with few incidents.

Like any beautiful rock he too had his fault lines. He was first to confess to those fault 
lines. Thus, we will remember how he said the Iraq war was a “blot” in his implacable 
foreign policy career. Make amends he did. He said, “I am the one who presented it (the 
invasion proposal) on behalf of the United States to the world, an [it] will always be a part 
of my record… It was painful… It’s painful now”. That is what stood out and that is what 
made him a true leader who recognised his humanness.

The world has lost a capable diplomat at a time when nationalism is receiving greater 
emphasis to the detriment of multilateralism. We have lost a capable solider to the 
deadly Covid-19 enemy at a time when vaccine nationalism is the order of the day. He now 
joins the galaxy of our heroes and heroines in the heavens. From there he shall master 
the battle to end poverty and underdevelopment with the assistance of our departed 
Pan Africans such as Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, Emperor Haile Selassie, Kwame 
Nkrumah, Patrice Lumumba, Winnie Madikizela Mandela, Oliver Reginald Tambo, and 
many others. We dip our national and continental flags in his honour.

Go well gentle giant. Let our heroes and heroines know that the struggle continues, and 
we will not rest until the African child finds her place in the sun. In remembering and 
immortalising him in our deeds and hearts, let us recall the words of poet Joey Beighley 
who wrote:Fill not your hearts with pain and sorrow,But remember me in every tomorrow.

Colin Luther Powell was born on April 5, 1937, in Harlem, New York City, New York to 
Jamaican immigrant parents Maud Ariel and Luther Theophilus Powell. He was educated 
in the New York City Public Schools and earned a bachelor’s degree in Geology from the 
City College of New York (CUNY) in 1958. While as a student at CUNY, Powell developed 
an interest in the military and joined the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). He was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army after graduation and served in 
the military for thirty-five years.

During his long military career, Powell served two tours in Vietnam in 1962 and 1968, 
was named National Security Advisor in 1987, served as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff in 1989, and oversaw Operations Desert Storm and Desert Shield in 1991.
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He was awarded a Purple Heart, a Bronze Star, the Legion of Merit, and the Defense 
Distinguished Service Medal. Powell retired from the military in 1993 and was confirmed 
as the United States Secretary of State in 2001 

Colin was a towering figure in American military and political leadership over many years, 
someone of immense capability and integrity, a hugely likeable and warm personality, 
with a lovely and self-deprecating sense of humour.

 Rest in Peace Sir, Secretary Powell.
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The then secretary of state, Colin Powell, in the president’s 
emergency operations centre after the terrorist attacks on

 11, September 2001.
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Powell and his wife, Alma, arrive to attend a White House 
state dinner in honour of the then Hungarian Prime

 Minister, József Antall, in 1992.
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Prince Harry with Powell and Paul Polman, right, the then CEO of Unilever, 
backstage at the Atlantic Council’s annual awards dinner at the Ritz
 Carlton hotel in Washington in 2012.
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The then president, Donald Trump, shakes Powell’s hand before 
delivering remarks at the Ford’s Theatre Society annual gala at in 
Washington DC in 2019.
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Powell with a vial that he said was the size that could be used to 
hold anthrax as he addressed the UN security council in 2003 in 
New York.
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Powell, acting as an observer, talks to an official at a polling 
station in Lagos in 1999 during Nigeria’s presidential election.
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Powell taking a photo of Bush and the first lady, Laura Bush, as 
they left Bush’s inauguration for a second term on the steps of the 
US Capitol building in Washington, in 2005.
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Powell points to Iraqi airbases at a Pentagon briefing in 
Washington in 1991.
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Powell meet Princess Diana with Henry Kissinger during her visit 
to New York in 1995.
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Powell listening to a question during a news conference in Beijing, China, in 
2004. He urged China to exert its influence over North Korea to resume talks 
on scrapping its suspected nuclear weapons programme.
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Powell embracing the Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat as they met for talks
 in Ramallah in 2001.

Powell embracing the Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat as they met for talks
 in Ramallah in 2001.
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Powell at an evening session of the Republican national convention in Phila-
delphia in 2000.
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Powell addresses an F-117 stealth fighter wing in 1991 at a secret airbase in 
Saudi Arabia.
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Colin Luther Powell, photographed in 1990.
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President George W Bush and Powell stop to talk to the press out-
side a Crawford, Texas restaurant where the two men had lunch in 
2003.
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The then prime minister, Tony Blair, greets Powell outside 10 Down-
ing Street in 2001 before a ceremony to mark three months since 
the September 11 terrorist attacks.
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Powell with the then Republican presidential candidate and governor of Texas, 
George W Bush, on stage during their introduction to supporters at the Soldiers 
and Sailors Memorial Hall and Museum in Pittsburgh 2000.
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Powell was the 65th US secretary of state, the first African 
American to serve in that position.
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Powell receives a pat on the cheek from the national security adviser, Con-
doleezza Rice, in the Oval Office during a meeting between Bush, and the 
then prime minister of Israel, Ariel Sharon, in 2002.
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Powell performs with the then Japanese foreign minister, 
Makiko Tanaka, during their short skit at a dinner following 
meetings in Hanoi, Vietnam, in 2001.
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Powell makes a point as the then British foreign secretary, 
Robin Cook.



36Powell inspects a guard of honour in London in 1993.
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Powell dances on stage with Olu Maintain, left, at the Afri-
ca Rising festival at the Royal Albert Hall, London, in 2008.
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1 The then secretary of state, Colin Powell, in the 
President’s emergency operations centre after the 
terrorist attacks on 11 September 2001.
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Arnold Schwarzenegger and Colin Powell meet at 
the USO 50th anniversary salute held at Universal 
Studios Amphitheatre in Los Angeles in 1991.
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Lt Gen Colin Powell, commander of the 5th US corps, 
salutes while his wife Alma stands to attention during a 
farewell ceremony in Frankfurt in 1986
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Awards.
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Powell.
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Gen. Powell.
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With Pres. Bush
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Lt. Gen. Colin Powell seen with his family after 
his appointment as Ronald Reagan’s National 
Security Council Advisor in 1988.
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Colin Powell seen at Nelson Mandela’s 
Inauguration, May 10, 1994.
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President Ronald Reagan, accompanied by National 
Security Council advisor Colin Powell, leaves the White 
House in Washington, Dec. 16, 1988.
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Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney, left, administers the oath of office 
to General Colin Powell as the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Oct. 6, 1989. General Powell’s wife, Alma, is shown holding the Bible.
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Childhood in New York.



50Colin Powell A man of Integrity.



51Colin Powell with President Nixon.
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TRIBUTE TO SECRETARY 
COLIN LUTHER POWELL.

“If you are going to achieve excellence in big things, you develop the habit in little matters. 
Excellence is not an exception,it is a prevailing attitude.”One of my favourite quotes of 
Colin Powell...
As an American leader,Colin Powell’s credentials were impeccable:He was chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs and secretary of state. We learnt with great shock of the passing 
former Secretary of State for the United States of America,General Colin Powell. Our 
hearts go out to Alma Vivian Johnson Powell,the children, and the broader Afro American 
community in the Diaspora.
Colin Powell was a distinguished officer and gentleman who fully dedicated his life to 
serving people and humanity. We will forever remember him as the first black national 
security advisor and youngest first African American chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. Mr Powell had repeatedly broken racial barriers and was committed to investing 
in the next generation of leadership. Powell, who became the highest-ranking African-
American general of his generation and held the highest Cabinet position ever granted 
to an African-American at the time,was part of an America on the rise. Consequently, 
we will remember him as a supporter and advocate for the first African American 
president,President Barack Obama who became the 44th President of the United States 
of America

Colin was a towering figure in American military and political leadership over many 
years In 1989,as then-President George H.W.Bush’s national security advisor,he led the 
invasion of Panama and capture of its authoritarian ruler,Manuel Antonio Noriega,who 
had amassed a personal fortune through drug trafficking.
Bush later appointed him chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In this role, he had to 
deal with the invasion of Kuwait by Saddam Hussein. Although reluctant to go to war—
believing in the use of overwhelming force to maximize results and minimize casualties—
he led the first Gulf War in 1991,using the philosophy that would come to be known as 
the “Powell Doctrine.”

Go well gentle giant.Let our heroes and heroines know that the struggle continues, and 
we will not rest until the African child finds her place in the sun.In remembering and 
immortalising him in our deeds and hearts, let us recall the words of poet Joey Beighley 
who wrote:Fill not your hearts with pain and sorrow,But remember me in every tomorrow. 
We have lost a capable solider to the deadly Covid-19 enemy at a time when vaccine 
nationalism is the order of the day.
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He now joins the galaxy of our heroes and heroines in the heavens. From there he shall 
master the battle to end poverty and underdevelopment with the assistance of our 
departed Pan Africans such as Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, Emperor Haile Selassie, 
Kwame Nkrumah, Patrice Lumumba, Winnie Madikizela Mandela, Oliver Reginald 
Tambo, and many others. Powell will be remembered as a remarkable general and 
statesman. We need more like him. 
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Services list
1. Digital art space for exhibitions. The service 

comprises rent of a virtual exhibition art space. It can 

be used by artists, collectors, and galleries who can 

exhibit and sell the artworks through the Platform.

2. Representation of an Artist, Gallery, or Collector. 

The service comprises a full scale of artist/gallery 

representation including the creation of editorial 

contnt, advertising, legal representation, and logistics.

3. Art and design consulting of the ArtWizard platform. 

The service comprises personalized advice on what 

artworks to buy for an office or home interior. The 

ArtWizard team helps to find the specific artworks that 

will be affordable and suitable for any interior.

4. Live price index.* The service is designed to show 

how different art categories that a collector possesses 

are willing to buy sell globally. It can be used for 

management decisions related to art, investment 

decisions, or for the creation of art collection portfolios.

5. Art Investment Consulting. The service comprises 

the valuation of specific artworks as an investment 

asset and providing auction estimates.

6. Legal advice. ArtWizard offers legal services 

related to the protection of artworks, copyright 

issues, authenticity claims, review of contracts for 

management, and representation of artists within the 

EU.

NYanakiev_Venetian_Mask

NManev_Golden_Fairy

DMincheva_The_Blue_Lady

LDimanov_Peasant_Boy



63



64

AMAL STOCKISTS 

 Available at a number of retailers worldwide. 

Contact us: 

On Instagram: @amalfashanuhandbags 
Website:  www.amalfashanu.com

http://www.amalfashanu.com
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Uganda Pop Star and political Challenger-Bobi Wine
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For further information on how to become a certified distributor or joining Longrich 
please contact :Nneoma  Ugenyi  ||  Mobile number +1-5875835573 Canada 

|| email nneomaugenyi@yahoo.com
Or send a message on WhatsApp Or dm on IG @nneomacanada
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ASM-Group Ltd – AL AMAR  Perfumery Group 

Headquarter: Europe, Bulgaria, 1000 Sofia, 15 Yordan 
Stubel str

Phone:    +359-885855598

Email: ahmed.hamed@al-amar.bg

Website: www.al-amar.bg


