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H 
ello,  

Welcome to the July issue of A-

CHOICES Magazine. 

It is with great delight that I wel-

come you to the second-half of the 

year. I also want to thank you for doing this journey with 

us at A-CHOICES, for always reading and commenting, 

we see you and we appreciate you.  

 

On the cover of the July edition is the Nigerian Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs Geoffrey 

Onyeama. In this exclusive interview with our Associate Editor Albena A. Jones, he talks exten-

sively on food security, agriculture and nutrition as well as bilateral relations between Nigeria and 

Bulgaria during his recent visit to the country which coincided with the Africa month. 

 

Don't forget you can advertise with us as we promise to deliver. You can catch up with us at 

www.a-choicesmagazine.com for exclusive interviews with celebrities, exciting articles and lots 

more.  

This is a magazine where we celebrate people, lifestyle and African Achievers. 

Accept my best wishes for the second-half of the year. Thank you. 

 

Gbenga TJ Okulola, 

Publisher/Editor in Chief, 

A-CHOICES 

www.a-choicesmagazine.com 

http://www.a-choicesmagazine.com/?fbclid=IwAR1NyL1NcEfxJO6qc4DA1-Zbgtn3A2Ytgyxh9Blnn0FZLCLL39nBkOwwELo
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 An Exclusive interview with the Hon. Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria,  

 

 By: Albena  A. Jones 

 Associate Editor 

 Sofia, Bulgaria 
 

 

T he global health crisis 

of Covid-19 has great-

ly weakened the glob-

al economy and ex-

posed the economic vulnerability of 

the African countries. 

 

The Assembly of Heads of State and 

the Government of the African Union 

has accordingly adopted a theme for 

2022 as the Year of Nutrition for Af-

rica - Strengthening Resilience in 

Nutrition and Food Security on the 

African Continent: Strengthening 

Agro-Food Systems, Health and So-

cial Protection Systems for the Ac-

celeration of Human, Social and Eco-

nomic Capital Development. 

 

Africa or as I always like to call it 

”The Green Continent” has so much 

potential, its  most important  re-

sources being the vast fertile land. I 

was very impressed and touched by 

the extensive lecture delivered on the 

Food security, Agriculture and Nutri-

tion theme topic by the Foreign Min-

ister of Nigeria H.E. Geoffrey 

Onyeama on his recent visit to Bulgaria during Af-

rica month, setting the tone for the Africa Day 

commemoration. Here is what he shared with me: 

Interview 
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A-CHOICES: What are your first impressions of 

Bulgaria? 

 

Hon.G.O: My first impressions are very positive. 

First of all from the plane before landing, I was 

very impressed with the landscape and the agricul-

tural land lay out. It was also beautiful seeing the 

mountains and a lot of greenery. Then driving 

through the city I was also very impressed, because 

knowing it was a former Eastern European country, 

one had a certain image of the difficulties over 

those years that a lot of these countries had faced 

economically. But actually coming here, I see a 

very open and modern European country. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: What bilateral relations are to be 

achieved between Nigeria and Bulgaria during this 

visit? 

 

Hon. G.O: We've already been engaging with the 

educational sector, which is a very important sector 

for Nigeria because we have a lot of students who 

come to study in Bulgaria. Also Bulgaria is helping 

a lot of Nigerian students who fled from the 

Ukraine, to be able to continue their studies here. 

So we are able to engage with a lot of the directors 

of various universities here, looking into the possi-

bility of increasing the taking of more students 

from Nigeria to come and school here and in fact 

they are very willing. 

 

Our Associate Editor, Albena A. Jones with The Honorable Minster of foreign affairs, Hon. Geoffrey Onyeama 
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We have established contact with a mining compa-

ny and we look to take that forward because min-

ing and geology in this case is an area that we also 

want to prioritise in Nigeria. This is one of the 

leading mining groups in Europe, so that’s a deliv-

erable and very positive. Then tomorrow we start 

to meet with the legislation, the executives and the 

President, which is going to be good for the politi-

cal relations between the two counties. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: During your lecture at Sofia Uni-

versity you spoke a lot about the 2022 theme for 

the month of May - which is Africa’s month, how 

do you feel about the food security and the agricul-

tural systems in Africa,  can you share with us a bit 

more for the purpose of the interview? 

 

Hon. G.O: It's a real challenge for Africa, of 

course you know some of the global crisis impacts 

directly on food security, COVID, the Ukraine – 

Russia conflict is going to have an impact and what 

we are seeing is the costs of food going up in the 

African countries, so even if it's available, it’s also 

not available because, there's a lot of people that 

cannot afford it, resulting in food crisis. So it a 

huge, huge challenge, the present priority as said 

earlier on is agriculture and diversifying our econo-
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my. We have done a lot towards achieving self suf-

ficiency, hopefully that's going to help us. 

 

  

A-CHOICES: Bulgarians are very interested in 

Africa. Being the organiser of Africa Day here in 

Bulgaria for many years with the African ambassa-

dors we see a huge interest in African culture and a 

demand to do business with Africa, but the tenden-

cy is that most are worried of going into an unfa-

miliar territory. Is there a possibility to organise a 

Bulgarian delegation, like a business familiarisa-

tion trip to Nigeria, is that something that we could 

possibly organise and venture into such a collabo-

ration? 

 

 

Hon. G.O:  Absolutely, this is one of the things we 

want to pursue, to have a business round table with 

the Bulgarian business communities, so the Bulgar-

ian chamber of Commerce and the Nigerian cham-

ber of Commerce would organise joint business 

forums both here and in Nigeria. 

We're also looking into establishing a media bi-

national commission here. Countries establish bi-

national commissions - where they meet every 2 

years, either on a ministerial level or in the various 

sectors, especially the economic sectors meeting 

jointly to agree on a roadmap for business and co-

operation. 
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A-CHOICES: And finally what is your personal 

message to all the readers? 

 

 

Hon. G.O:  We are all Ambassadors for Africa, that 

means we all have to work together in our own lit-

tle space, because we want to change the African 

brand, every single individual has to be part of the 

effort in our recovery of Africa. We have to just 

keep an absolute faith in ourselves. And then just 

to thank you guys in the media, because you have a 

very important job to do. Because the media is not 

democratic, there are certain powers that control 

the narratives, when you control the media you 

control the narratives. So it's important to support 

our media platforms and corporations, so we can 

control the narrative about ourselves. That's a long 

message right! 

 

 

A-CHOICES: That’s a great message. Thank you 

very much Honourable Minister Geoffrey 

Onyeama! 

 

 

Photography credits: Yordan Patchev  

At Sof ia  Univers i ty  
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The Ambassador of Morocco and 

Dean of the African Group of Am-

bassadors accredited in Bulgaria, 

H.E. Zakia El-Midaoui 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corp and 

Ambassador of Palestine H.E. Dr. Ahmed 

Al Madbuh 
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H.E. Mr. Yanko Yordanov Ambassador of 

Bulgaria to Nigeria 
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The F.M . with the Group of the African Ambassadors in Bulgaria  
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Meetings at the presidency with Bulgarian President Rumen Radev and cabinet 
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Lifestyle 

 
By: Seyi Awoleye  
Los Angeles,CA 

USA 

 

 
 

 

bsurd, to say the least. A black mother 

claims strangers think she's her son's 

babysitter because his skin is so much 

lighter than hers. Heather Dalia, 28, gave 

birth to her son Carter, nine months ago. Since 

then, she says strangers question if he is really her 

biological son because of the color of his skin. She 

said: 'I've encountered people when I'm out and 

about who are shocked that I'm his mother and tell 

me that they had "no idea". 

 

Heather Dalia, 28, from California, is often mistak-

en for her son Carter's babysitter because his skin is 

much fairer than hers. 'I've even had someone come 

to my house to fix the blinds and assume I was his 

babysitter.' 

Heather explained her husband and Carter's dad 

John, 27, has fair skin, blue eyes and straight hair. 

She claims Carter is even fairer than his dad, which 

shocks people. 

'It's not something you see often,' she said 'I have 

people from the black community asking me where 

are his black features and I have other people look-

ing at me as if I've kidnapped someone's child.' 

Heather says she feels like people look at her as if 

she's carrying someone else's son 

 

A 

Heather Dalia with husband John 



 

  24  

 

Heather wants other people to know that babies are 

born with all different facial features and skin tones 

and families can come in all forms. 

 

'This has begun to change because his features have 

changed with age but it took several months for 

him to show enough resemblance to his mother to 

not be questioned.' 

After sharing photos of Carter on TikTok that went 

viral, Heather has had to fend off several nasty 

comments about her family. 

She said: 'Some people try to find a way to make it 

controversial and we had a few negative comments 

from people who said, '"Who cares what his skin 

color is and are you sure he wasn't in fact switched 

at birth"?. 

'I wasn't expecting this negative response as I post-

ed it because me and John think it's funny how dif-

ferent he looked and have learned to embrace it ra-

ther than make it weird.' 

Heather says people give her strange looks when 

she's out with Carter. Heather wants to show people 

that babies are born with all sorts of different fea-

tures and skin tones, whatever their genetic make-

up. She added: 'You never really see it in the media 

but there are so many possible ways a baby can 

look. 

'While a few claimed this was a common thing, my 

experiences in public have made me feel otherwise. 

'I think if people just saw it more in the media, it 

would become more common and then people 

wouldn't be so shocked to see a black woman with 

a fair-skinned child. 

'I'll believe this is common when I no longer get 

stared at in public when I'm out with my son.' 

Dalia with Son 

John with Son 
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A ZAMBIA: Please do meet, and super 

congratulations to Sela Kasempa, who 

has recently graduated from Harvard Uni-

versity.  

 

Who is Sela? 

 

"Sela Kasepa is a Brilliant Child 

that was discovered for her bril-

liance and her life changed after 

she watched on CNN insert 

which featured the first Pan Af-

rican Robotics competition 

founded by Dr. Sidy Ndao.  

 

That same evening she took a 

chance and sent a cold email to 

Dr. Ndao inquiring about robot-

ics, and he responded two days 

later, encouraging her to pursue 

robotics. Sela found inspiration 

from the Pan African robotics 

founder and her interaction with 

him made her believe that she 

too could create with her hands. 

This encounter set a trail for her 

journey as a robotics mentor. 

 

Sela never imagined that one day she would take a 

mechanics class, let alone at the prestigious Harvard 

University. She completed her schooling with fund-

ing from the Zambia Institute of Sustainable Devel-

opment (ZISD), acing her GCSEs with 10 distinc-

tions in 10 subjects. She had excellent grades and 

big dreams, but two years after graduating grade 

twelve she had little else to show for it. 

 

B 

Sela  
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Her passion for astrophysics fuelled her ambition to 

study at a university that encouraged holistic learn-

ing – she took her first SAT tests on her own and 

thereafter sent applications to Ivy League Universi-

ties in the United States. Her first attempts were 

futile, with no scholarship offers. 

 

During those difficult years of uncertainty, Peter 

Lungu, executive director of ZISD, reached out to 

Sela because of her interest in the SAT programme 

the non-profit institution offers. That small action 

pivoted into a mentorship relationship, with Lungu 

urging Sela to continue applying to her desired uni-

versities. After redoing her SATs with her mentor’s 

guidance, she got a perfect score in Physics (800) 

and a 790 in Maths Level II. 

On the final day of call for applications, Sela sub-

mitted her applications to Harvard, Stanford, MIT, 

Michigan State University, and the University of 

California Berkeley. She was successful with each 

admission offering scholarships. 

 

Two semesters in, Sela signed up for an engineer-

ing robotics class. The joy of creating something 

that works rekindled her love for the functionality 

of machines." 

 

Source : sheleadsafrica.org 

(Credit: Zambia Reports) 
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Lifestyle 

   By: Collins Edward  
   London, UK  
  
 

A  family who fled their war-

torn African country for 

Australia have won a 

$3million beachside home 

plus $1million in cash. 

Aristide Nininahazwe, his partner Esther Mboneye 

and their three-year-old daughter Tiffany broke 

down in tears as they were handed the keys to the 

property at Beck Street at Henley Beach, Adelaide. 

 

'We've been working hard for 

us to have a better life, be-

cause we used to move from 

one country to another, and it 

was war after war,' said Ms. 

Mboneye. 

 

Mr. Ninihanze and Ms. Mbon-

eye are from Burundi, in East 

Africa, but fled their home 

country to escape the civil 

war. The pair moved to South 

Australia and took up roles in the healthcare indus-

try. They were one of 200,000 entrants to buy a 

ticket in the Hospital Research Foundation Home 

Lottery. 

 

 

The luxury home comprises of four bedrooms, an 

open-plan kitchen, resort-style pool, games room 

and a built-in barbecue. 

The master bedroom is the envy of the house and 

consists of a make-up station, walk-in wardrobe, a 

suite and skylights. 

Mr. Nininahazwe and Ms. Mboneye will not have 

to spend a dollar on furniture with the house com-

ing fully furnished including state-of-the-art appli-

ances and a billiard table. 

'I have no way to express this kind of feeling,' 

Mr. Nininahazwe told Sunrise. 

Mr. Nininahazwe and Ms. Mboneye  
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The competition offered $7.5million in prizes alto-

gether including two $500,000 cash giveaways and a 

2022 Mercedes Benz GLB 200. 

The Hospital Research Founda-

tion Group describes its mission 

to 'fight for the health and well-

being of our community'. 

'We're here from birth, supporting 

projects in pregnancy health, ul-

trasound training, improving IVF 

success rates, equipment for new-

borns and more,' its website reads. 

'We're here at end of life, helping 

deliver high-quality care within 

palliative care, aged care, and 

much-loved pet, art and music therapy.' 

Dolet's daughter Tanysha 

was also killed in the attack 

Open p lan k itchen  

fully furnished including state-of-the

-art appliances and a billiard table 

The house  
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  By: Linda R. Jones  
  London, UK 

 

roadcaster, journalist, 

fashion designer, and 

philanthropist, Amal 

Fashanu has recently dropped 

her new single ‘Detty December’ 

off her forthcoming Extended 

Play titled ‘New Beginnings’, a 

four-track body of work that dis-

plays her unique take on the Af-

ropop genre. he lead single, ‘Detty December’, 

serves as an introduction and showcases her 

Entertainment 

B 

Amal Fashanu  
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R&B/soul-infused style with Afrobeats/pop 

aesthetics. 

 

The guitar-driven record is a solid summer jam 

bolstered by Amal’s sultry melodic perfor-

mance, catchy hooks, and a love story that lis-

teners can relate to. 

Amal sure brings her 

multicultural roots into 

the mix with a blend of 

English, pidgin English, 

and even some Spanish to 

showcase her versatility. 

The title refers to the 

concerts, parties, and 

weddings booked to coin-

cide with the end of the 

year homecoming of Ni-

gerians living in the dias-

pora. 

This often also revolves 

around the climax of long

-distance relationships, 

one-off flings, and such 

‘Detty December’, is ac-

companied by a music 

video shot in Accra, 

(Ghana) by Abeiku Si-

monson and tells the story of a broken-hearted 

girl reclaiming her power after her man indulg-

es in his ‘Detty December’ and then tries to 

crawl back. 

This often also revolves around the climax of 

long-distance relationships, one-off flings, and 

such ‘Detty December’, is accompanied by a 

music video shot in Accra, (Ghana) by Abeiku 

Simonson and tells the story of a broken-

hearted girl reclaiming her power after her man 

indulges in his ‘Detty December’ and then tries 

to crawl back. 

The video captures the beautiful city of Accra 

and follows Amal as she puts her foot down 

and moves on from a 

cheating ex-lover. 

Amal Fashanu is also 

an equality campaigner. 

In 2012, she was invit-

ed by the Prime Minis-

ter, David Cameron, to 

take part in a summit 

discussing the issues 

around equality in foot-

ball. 

She is a host of over 

five documentaries for 

the BBC, and Channel 

4, and has a degree in 

Communication and 

Media Studies from 

Brunel University in 

London. 

Fashanu is the daughter 

of former football-

er John Fashanu and 

Spanish model Marisol Acuna. She is an ac-

claimed journalist having worked for outlets 

such as BBC News, Sky News, The Huffington 

Post, and The Guardian amongst others. She is 

also the founder of The Justin Fashanu Founda-

tion and  Black Heart Label, a clothing brand 

designed to promote activism through fashion. 
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 By: Linda R. Jones 
 London, UK 

 
 

A 
s staffing gaps rise by almost 50 per cent 
in five years, the growing contingent of 
Nigerian medical staff might help fill the 
vacancies. 

 
At the meat counter of Afro Foods in Peckham, 
south-east London, 55-year-old Ronke Audu is 
weighing up the options. “Nigerians like meat,” she 
says emphatically, considering a large hoof for a 
cow’s-foot recipe. In the end she plumps for mut-
ton, to boil up in a rich stew with peppers and on-
ions. Powdered yams will provide the carbs. “Just 
like powdered mash,” she laughs, hefting a large 
bag of it. But at a cost: “It’s not good for cholester-

ol. No, no.” 
 
She should know. Audu is a nurse at nearby King’s 
College Hospital, part of a large and growing con-
tingent of Nigerian-born NHS staff, currently more 
than 11,000 strong. Some, like her, have been in 
Britain for decades, and have gone on to raise fam-
ilies here. But others are just arriving, part of a new 
wave of post-Brexit migration, which has seen 
numbers of non-EU workers coming to Britain soar 
as Eastern Europeans head back to their home 
countries. Say goodbye to the Polish plumber, hello 
to the Nigerian nurse. 
 
The exchange is revealed by an exclusive analysis 
of Labour Force Survey statistics for The Tele-
graph conducted by the Migration Observatory at 
Oxford University. It reveals that 30.6 per cent of 

Health 

NHSS STAFF 
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Nigerians come to work in British health and so-
cial care, compared with just 9.8 per cent for EU 
workers. And while almost a quarter of EU work-
ers filled posts in manufacturing and construction, 
the equivalent for Nigerians is just 8 per cent. 
 
“The standout point is how over-represented Nige-
rians are in health and social care,” says Rob 
McNeil, the Observatory’s deputy director. “Very 
much more than the UK- or EU-born populations.” 
Indeed, one could argue that they’re needed now 
more than ever, given the latest survey of 20,000 
nurses by the Royal College of Nursing, which 
found that eight in 10 nurses said the staffing lev-
els on their last shift were inadequate. Staffing 
gaps have risen by almost 50 per cent in just five 
years, with the loss of 25,000 workers last year. 
 
 
Nigerians arriving in Britain today are part of a 
much broader trend of non-EU immigration. Of-
fice for National Statistics (ONS) estimates now 
show that, while annual EU immigration fell by 
51,000 between 2016 and 2019, non-EU immigra-
tion rose 108,000. A total of 843,538 non-EU vi-
sas were issued last year, the vast majority allow-
ing long stays, more than a quarter of a million 
more than before Brexit. According to the Migra-
tion Observatory, Britain’s foreign-born labour 
force has grown 400,000 since 2016, to 5.9m 
workers – with the increase all accounted for by 
arrivals from beyond the EU. 
 
Oppressed at home, Ukrainian and Hong Kongers 
are arriving in exceptional numbers. Among other 
nationalities, however, it is Nigerians whose num-
bers have leapt the most, with the number of work 
visas issued to citizens of the Commonwealth 
country up 700 per cent in the five years since 
Brexit. According to Statista, the number of Nige-
rian nationals resident in the UK is up 68,000 in a 
year, from 114,000 in 2020 to 178,000. 
 
Among them are Damilola Adesina, Temitope 
Adewunmi and Yetunde Alao, who now work on 
the wards at Victoria Hospital, in Deal, on the 
Kent coast, among a group of 19 nurses recruited 

from Nigeria and Ghana by Kent Community 
Health NHS Foundation Trust (KCHFT). In a re-
port for KCHFT, chief nurse Dr Mercia Spare 
notes that the Nigerian nurses were helping to fill 
a critical staffing crisis: “The NHS has struggled 
to recruit qualified nurses; across the whole of the 
UK there are around 90,000 vacancies in nursing 
and clinical roles.” 
 
In the report, Matron Suzanne Vogle says that af-
ter six weeks of extra training and a practical ex-
am, “Dami, Temi and Yetty are very much part of 
the family. It’s wonderful to have them, they are 
very highly qualified and such lovely people. 
We’ve tried not to throw them in the deep end 
right away but, as nurses, they just want to get 
stuck in, of course.” 
 
 
Alao is 35, and has a two-year-old daughter, Bliss. 
According to the health trust, her husband, Lanre, 
is an engineer in Nigeria and hopes to join Yetty in 
the UK as soon as he can. Adesina, also 35, from 
Ogun state in south-western Nigeria, has two sons, 
Daniel, four, and Joel, two. “When I found out I 
had got the job I called my husband Adeniyi 
straight away. We were so excited,” she says. 
“The people in Deal have been so welcoming and 
kind… My family will be joining me later this 
month.” 
 
Adewunmi, 38, has two daughters – Olasubomi, 
10, and Mobolaji, seven – and is from Lagos, 
“where I was working in an acute surgical ward”. 
Like her two compatriots she is now in the very 
different field of community nursing, vital in a 
town in which half the 32,000-strong population is 
over 50, and 27.5 per cent over 65 (compared with 
19 per cent nationally). “I was looking for roles in 
the community as I had previously worked in 
home-based care and in schools, which I really 
enjoyed,” she says.  
According to the 2011 census, just 67 residents of 
Deal were black, with 29,955 white. But the trio 
say they have been warmly welcomed. “Everyone 
at the hospital is lovely,” says Alao. “I have al-
ready gained so much knowledge. The patients are 
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also lovely, we have been listened to and treated 
with respect by everyone.” 
 
The need to plug gaps in NHS rosters is one rea-
son that Boris Johnson’s government has adopted 
what, perhaps counter-intuitively, is a decidedly 
liberal post-Brexit immigration policy. While de-
portations to Rwanda for illegal migrants have 
dominated the headlines, legal migration has dom-
inated the reality.  
 
“These are deliberate choices,” says Sunder Kat-
wala, director of the think-tank British Future. 
“What Boris Johnson did, which Theresa May was 
not going to do, was in 2019 he made those rules 
softer than they were going to be.” 
 
One key effect is that quotas for visas for non-EU 
countries have been scrapped. “You just ended up 
in a queue. You could be a lawyer earning 60 
grand, but you just ended up in a lottery at the end 
of every month when the quota was full. Now if 
you’ve got the points, you get the visa.” 
 
The 70 required points to get a work visa have 
been made significantly easier to obtain thanks to 
the widening list of professions, from chef to 
bricklayer, meeting its skill requirement. As 
Deal’s three Nigerian nurses know, health and care 
is another key qualifying sector.  
 
Under post-Brexit policy, non-EU student visas 
also provide a “really quite easy” route into work 
in Britain, says Katwala. Before, students could 
stay on if they secured a job. But they had to do so 
while studying. Now, says Katwala, “you can stay 
for two years while you look”.  
 
As a result non-EU student visas have risen 41 per 
cent from 294,000 in 2016 to 416,250 last year. 
“One of the reasons that there’s been this upsurge 
in Nigerian student visas, I would guess, is that 
they find the graduate visa quite attractive because 
they like the idea of staying on here,” says Jona-
than Portes, professor of economics and public 
policy at King’s College London.  
 

“Lots of people have come to study,” says George 
Mwagu, a senior officer at the National Associa-
tion of Nigerian Communities. So while the tradi-
tional heart of the Nigerian community in Britain 
has been south London, notably in Peckham, he 
says many new arrivals are heading to university 
towns further afield – “places like Sheffield and 
Nottingham”. 
 
The influx is an echo of 40 years ago, when the 
Nigerian economy was badly hit by a downturn in 
oil production and prices, prompting a first Nigeri-
an exodus to south London. Coincidentally, then 
too, Nigerians in Peckham succeeded Polish immi-
grants, who had arrived during the war.  
 
Today, the Nigerian economy is again a key rea-
son to leave. A decade ago, 100 Nigerian naira 
was worth about 40p; today it’s worth 19p. “I still 
go back every year,” says Audu, “and five years 
ago I would have said I would eventually go back 
for good. Not now. Things have deteriorated so 
fast. There are such high levels of poverty. People 
can’t pay for anything. And the government is do-
ing nothing to help. The cost of everything is so 
high and there’s no NHS if you fall sick.” 
 
Economic malaise has led to rising crime, she 
adds. “Corruption is at its highest level ever. Inse-
curity is systemic. Kidnappings, even. And people 
who come back from Britain are special targets 
because they are seen as rich. Before she died last 
year, my mother said: ‘No, don’t come back. Life 
is not good here’.” 
 
Such crises mean that, according to a survey by 
the African Polling Institute last year, 70 per cent 
of Nigerians would leave their country if they 
could, up from 32 per cent only two years earlier. 
Yet if Nigerians see the UK as an escape from the 
pressures of home, some here have warnings that 
not everything will be easy.  
 
“They think that the West is best,” says Lagos-
born Linda Joseph, 53, 
 browsing the aisles at FAS, a beauty products 
supplier for the Afro 
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-Caribbean community in 
 Peckham. “But then they come here and find the 
harsh reality about the economy, 
 immigration, prices, food, jobs. It’s not easy.” She 
mentions the Windrush scandal, 
 in which the Home Office wrongly detained and 
deported Commonwealth citizens, 
some of whom had worked in Britain for decades. 
“Now that the going is getting 
 tough, the [UK government] is giving out visas. 
But is it to come now then 
 get deported? There’s not much trust.” 
 
But there is a significant cultural impact, not least 
in matters of faith. “We love God,” says Alysia, 
whose wares at the Kingdom Gift Centre include 
church supplies and Amazing Grace perfume. 
“Coming from Africa, we have seen our parents 
pray and God answer. My mother went on her 
knees. When there was no food, the Lord provid-
ed. You hear that and give thanks to God.” 
 
Such fervent belief has borne fruit in the appear-
ance of pentacostal churches – Christ Apostolic 
Church (Vineyard of Comfort); Redeemed 
Church; the Mountain of Fire and Miracles Minis-
try – which were founded in Nigeria but now have 
outposts in Britain. And Nigeria’s sizeable – and 
conservative – Anglican community has an effect 
on the Church of England. Last November, on a 
trip to Britain, primate of the Church of Nigeria 
Henry Ndukuba demanded believers be 
“absolutely loyal to the authority of the scriptures 
and to the historic Christian faith, as the Church 
received it from the apostles who were eye-
witnesses and servants of the word”. In January, 
he described homosexuality as a “deadly virus” 
which should be “radically expunged and ex-
cised”, drawing condemnation from Justin Welby, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury.  
 
Nigerians are different to the local workforce in 
other ways too. While data is not country-specific, 
some 34 per cent of sub-Saharan immigrants work 
in jobs considered by the ONS to be “high skilled” 
compared with 30 per cent for EU and native 
workers. At £29,000, the median salary is just 

higher than that of Britons, which stands at 
£28,400. Such wages explain why so many visas 
are now issued, as they easily qualify for the 
points-based visa’s minimum of £20,480, as well 
as the £25,600 threshold – which brings a maxi-
mum 20 points.  
 
Naturally, some of that money and talent ends up 
back in Nigeria. But much enriches the regional 
economy and culture, or at least that part of the 
regional economy and culture that have not been 
snapped up by Nigerians themselves. “You see 
this,” says one woman tapping a crate of Guinness 
in Stella’s Grocery (Fresh Veg from Africa Daily) 
on Rye Lane, Peckham. “It’s not Irish, it’s Nigeri-
an, she says. Any party in Nigeria is not complete 
without it.”  
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 By: Dr. Funmi Awoleye-Beckley  
 Abeokuta, Nigeria 

 

 

ormer Deputy Senate President, Ike 

Ekweremadu, alongside his wife, Beatrice 

Nwanneka Ekweremadu, has been denied 

bail and remanded in custody by a United King-

dom court over allegation bordering on organ traf-

ficking. The couple now are cooling their heels in 

prison custody after 

they were denied 

bail by Uxbridge 

Magistrate Court in 

the United King-

dom. 

 

The lawmaker and 

his wife are facing 

trial on charges bor-

dering on human 

trafficking and or-

gan harvesting. The 

lawmaker and his 

wife are to remain in 

custody until July 7 when the case was adjourned 

to for hearing. 

 

The alleged victim in this case, a homeless 15-year

-old boy whose identity is yet to be disclosed, was 

reportedly brought to the UK by Ekweremadu and 

his wife from the streets of Lagos, Nigeria’s com-

mercial capital under false pretense. 

The statement added that the investigation was 

launched after detectives were alerted to potential 

offences under modern slavery legislation in May 

2022. 

The BBC reports that when the suspects appeared 

at the Uxbridge magistrates court in west London 

and were asked by the clerk for their address, they 

both replied: “Nigeria”. 

 

` 
Politics 

F 

Ekweremadu and wife 
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The Metropolitan Police has already charged the 

couple with conspiring to arrange to bring the child 

to the UK to harvest his organ. The suspects were 

reportedly arrested near the Heathrow Airport in 

London. The Metropolitan police  said the child 

has been safeguarded. 

 

 

The couple was also charged with conspiracy to 

arrange or facilitate travel of another person with a 

view to exploitation, namely organ harvesting. Or-

gan harvesting involves removing parts of the 

body, often for commercial gain and against the 

victim’s will. 

 

The court heard the prosecution needed permission 

to proceed because of jurisdiction issues, according 

to the BBC report. 

“In respect of these offences, the (UK) Attorney 

General’s consent is required and the Crown re-

quire 14 days for that to be obtained,” Prosecutor 

Damla Ayas told the court. 

 

The suspects were arrested at Heathrow airport on 

their way to Istanbul. Reports claim they were 

planning to procure a kidney from a donor in Tur-

key, after their initial plan failed. 

When arrested, Ekweremadu was said to be in pos-

session of $20,000. 

But Ekweremadu, in his prepared statement, denied 

allegations of human trafficking for organ harvest-

ing. 

Ekweremadu’s position was contained in a British 

newspaper, dailymail.com.co.uk. 

The paper which quoted Ekerenmadu’s lawyer, 

Gavin Irwin, reported: “He said at no stage has he 

arranged transport for anyone with intention to ex-

ploit them. 

 

His wife similarly denied the allegations in her pre-

pared statement, the court heard. 

Irwin, representing Ekweremadu, said further said, 

“There is no question this is a serious allegation. 

Mr Ekweremadu is a member of the senate in Ni-

geria. He is a member of the bar in Nigeria. He is a 

principal in a law firm that bears his name. 

 

“Those issues taken together go way beyond him 

being a person of good character…rather that he 

has led a blameless life as a public servant.” 

Ekweremadu  
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Mr Irwin added that the allegations were ‘nothing 

short of preposterous. 

Antonia Gray, for Mrs Ekweremadu, said “She has 

never been complicit or involved in any alleged 

illegal trafficking of any young person. She is a 

financial accountant with an unblemished record.” 

The lawmaker, a member of the main opposition 

Peoples Democratic Party, has been a senator since 

2003. He served as Deputy President of the Senate 

from 2007 to 2019. 

He is also a visiting professor at the University of 

Lincoln.Ekweremadu was recently in the news af-

ter saying the South-East region would not vote for 

the presidential candidate of Labour Party, Peter 

Obi, in 2023. 

He holds both Bachelor and Masters’ degrees in 

law from the University of Nigeria and was called 

to the Nigerian Bar in 1987. 
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 By: Linda R. Jones 
 London, UK 
 

 

Y ahya Hashi, 33, served eight years for 

conspiracy to supply class A drugs The Home Of-

fice made an order to deport him to Somalia four 

years ago He claimed his deportation would breach 

his right to his family life in the UK 

 

 

The leader of a drug ring that flooded a city with 

heroin and cocaine has fought a four-year human 

rights battle against deportation to Somalia. 

The Home Office made an order to remove Yahya 

Hashi four years ago after serving his eight-year 

sentence for conspiracy to supply cocaine and her-

oin.  

Hashi,and other dealers travelled from London to 

Devon up to five times a week, staying at addresses 

in the city by intimidating vulnerable adults or drug 

users. 

Despite the gravity of his crime, for which he was 

convicted in 2015, he remained in the UK at the 

start of this year. 

Border Force seize record £17.5million haul of co-

caine and heroin at the 

Channel Tunnel during 

routine border patrol 

 

His first appeal was al-

lowed on the basis he 

would be at risk of harm 

from terror group Al 

Shabaab in Somalia, giv-

en he was a member of a 

minority clan. 

He also claimed his de-

portation would breach 

his right to his family life 

in the UK, as he had 

lived here for 17 years, and his mother, grandmoth-

er, wife and children were living in Britain. 

But this decision was overturned by an upper tribu-

nal judge, who ruled the lower tribunal had made a 

mistake in law. A fresh hearing was ordered, which 

was further delayed last December. 

. 

Yahya Hashi  
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 By: Dr. Funmi  Awoleye-Beckley  
 Abeokuta, Nigeria 
 
 T he famous Nigerian singer Temilade 

Openiyi, popularly known as Tems, 

has won the Best International Act at 

the 2022 BET Awards. She also made 

history as the first Nigerian 

and African female musician 

to win the Best International 

Act at the BET Awards. 

 

 Tems was awarded the Best 

International Act on Sunday 

26th of June at the 2022 BET 

Awards ceremony. The mu-

sician, born Temilade Openi-

yi, beat competition from her 

fellow Nigerian Fireboy, 

Dave (UK), Dinos from 

France and Fally Ipupa from 

Congo. 

 

Others nominated in the cate-

gory included Little Simz 

from the UK, Ludmilla from 

Brazil, Major League Djz 

from South Africa, and Tayc 

from France. 

During her acceptance 

speech, Tems noted that it 

was an honour for her to re-

ceive the award. She dedicat-

ed the win to everyone striv-

ing to achieve their dreams, 

Entertainment 
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urging them to continue the hard 

work. Tems urged other women and 

girls to continue on their chosen path. 

“Where I am from, things like this 

don’t happen.” 

Tems was also nominated in the Best 

New Artiste category alongside Muni 

Long, Yung Bleu, Latto and baby 

Keem. Unfortunately, she lost the 

award to Latto. Meanwhile, the re-

mix of Wizkid’s ‘Essence 'Best Col-

laboration. Tems, who was featured 

on the song, accepted the award on 

behalf of Wizkid. 

Essence was nominated against 

‘Every Change I Get’ by DJ Khaled 

ft Lil baby and Lil Durk; ‘Family 

Ties’ by Baby Seem ft Kendrick La-

mar; ‘Whole Lotta’ by Bia ft Nicki 

Minaj; ‘Way 2 Sexy’, Drake ft Fu-

ture and Young Thug, and ‘Kiss me 

More’ by Doja Cat ft SZA. 
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 By: Linda R. Jones 

 

  

 

ohammad Dadqooq set off on Saturday 

from Glasgow on the 400-mile plus 

journey. He plans to protest outside the 

gates to 10 Downing Street once he ar-

rives in London. 

A Glasgow man is walking all the 

way to London to stage a protest 

over the 'delay' in his wife's mar-

riage visa application. 

 

Mohammad Dadqooq, from Libya, 

says he will not eat until he arrives 

at his destination in the capital - at 

the gates outside 10 Downing 

Street. The 34-year-old set off 

from his home in the Milton area 

of Glasgow on Saturday morning 

on the 400-mile plus journey - 

which could take him as long as 

20 days to complete. 

 

Speaking through a translator, Mohammad 

told Glasgow Live: "I am from Libya, I was work-

ing with the former Gaddafi regime, and after the 

fall of the regime, I was arrested and punished by 

the new regime. 

 

After that I got out of the detention camp and fled 

across the sea to Italy, and then to the UK and ap-

plied for asylum here in 2017. "I got residency in 

2021. I decided to go to London because my wife 

lives in Tunisia now. She applied for a visa four 

months ago and has yet to receive a response from 

the authorities. "I am very tired of this situation. I 

want a solution for my wife so we can be together". 

 

 

Mohammad fled to Europe from his native Libya 

in 2016, and says he hasn't seen his wife since July 

of 2015 - a period of almost seven years. 

 

He says will remain outside the gates at 10 Down-

ing Street until his pleas for assistance to help solve 

his wife's marriage visa situation are answered. 

He added: "I will stand in front of the government 

building until someone from inside it challenges 

me." 

 

Politics 

M 

Mohammad Dadqooq 
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By: Linda R. Jones 

 

 

olajimi 
Olubunmi-
Adewole was 
found dead 
six hours af-

ter going into the water 
near London Bridge in 
what police described 
as a 'sheer act of brav-
ery' 

A hero who died rescu-
ing a woman who was 
drowning in the 
Thames shouted "I've 
got to save her, she is 
not dying" before he 
jumped in, 
an inquest heard. 

Folajimi Olubunmi-
Adewole, 20, was 
found dead six hours 
after going into the wa-
ter near London. 
Bridge in what police described as a "sheer act of 
bravery" as he attempted to aid the 21-year-old 
woman who survived. 

Mr. Olubunmi-Adewole, known to friends as Jimi, 
and his best pal Bernard Kasia  were walking 
across London Bridge just after midnight on 24 
April last year when eyewitnesses alerted them to 
the situation. 

He soon saw the woman shouting "Help me! Help 
me! I can't swim. I am going to die," and called 
999. 

The inquest at Inner South London Coroners Court 

heard Joaquin Garcia, who saw the woman as he 
changed buses, jumped in first and Mr. Olubunmi-
Adewole jumped five or 10 seconds later. 

Mr. Garcia rescued the woman but Jimi 
began struggling almost straight away 
after jumping in. 

 

Mr. Kosia said Mr. Olubunmi-Adewole 
told him to stay on land because he 
could not swim, which he did. 

He told the hearing in a statement 
which was read aloud by the coroner: 
"The whole time Jimi was saying 'I 
have got to save her.' He was very ada-
mant about it. 

"He was taking off his clothes saying 'I 
have to save her, she is not dying.' The 
woman was struggling to stay afloat. I 
could hear her voice and she wanted to 
be rescued. There was clear pain in her 
voice and she was struggling. 

"Jimi turned around and told me 'you 
can't swim. This man and I can and we 
are going to save this woman. They 
counted out to three and jumped in. Mr. 
Garcia jumped first and then Jimi 

jumped. 

"I could see Mr. Garcia swimming to the person 
shouting for help. 

"Then around two minutes later he was shouting 
my name shouting 'jump'. I could hear him shout-
ing out and I could not see him anywhere. 

I couldn't see him anywhere. My instinct was to 
jump, but I could not see him anywhere. I told the 
caller I had an overwhelming desire to jump to try 
and save my friend, but I could not see him any-
where. 

Lifestyle 
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"About one minute later I was shout-
ing 'stay with me bro' and then at some 
point I could no longer hear him. 

"About two minutes later police ar-
rived." 

Investigating Officer Det Sgt Stefan 
Yiannaki, of City of London Police, 
said officers arrived within six 
minutes of the 999 call being made. 

Mr Garcia and the woman were pulled 
out of the water five minutes later be-
fore police helicopters and marine 
crews began a search for Mr. 
Olubunmi-Adewole, which lasted al-
most an hour. 

DS Yiannaki told the hearing: "Jimi, 
in a sheer act of bravery, tried to res-
cue this woman but unfortunately lost 
his life in the process." 

His brothers, who attended via video link, told the 
officer they believed the emergency response took 
too long, given the speed of the response to the 
London Bridge terror attacks in 2017. 

They added the search should not have been called 
off after 45 minutes to an hour, saying that was 
"too short" for a human life. 

DS Yiannaki said officers ar-
rived within six minutes of the 
999 call being made. 

His brother asked why his body 
was found so near to where he 
had jumped, to which the officer 
agreed was "a bit unusual". 

A post-mortem by pathologist 
Professor Sebastian Lucas found 
Mr Olubunmi-Adewole 
drowned. 

Assistant Coroner Dr Julian 
Morris, recording a conclusion 
of accidental death, said Mr. 
Olubunmi-Adewole's courage in 
rushing to save the woman was 
"astonishing". 

He told his brothers: "Jimi's 
courage in his decision to jump 
to try and help a complete 
stranger was completely aston-
ishing. 

 

"Perhaps we would all like to 
think we would do the same 
thing. Few of us would have that 
courage and determination. 

"To lose a 20-year-old man in 
circumstances such as this is 
truly tragic. I pass on my heart-
felt condolences to all your fam-
ily." 

 

He added the emergency service 
response times were adequate and he did not 

 need to make a prevention of future deaths report. 

 

Mr. Olubunmi-Adewole, a former pupil at Harris 
Academy Peckham in south-east London, was 
posthumously put forward for a Royal Humane So-
ciety award by City of London Police for his 
"bravery and selfless actions". 
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By: Bunmi Johnson 

New York, NY 

 

A 
 husband and wife who made a 
vulnerable Nigerian woman 
'perform forced labour' includ-
ing unpaid childcare in their 
east Belfast home have been 

spared jail. Osarobo 'John' Izekor (36) and his 
29-year-old wife Precious Izekor were both 
handed a two-year prison sentence, which was 
suspended for two years, by Judge Richard 
Greene QC. 

 

The couple - who have three children - were 
also ordered to pay the woman £10,000 in 
compensation. Today's sentencing at Belfast 

Crime 
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Crown Court marked one of the first cases 
brought under the Human Trafficking and Ex-
ploitation Act (NI) 2015. 

 

Rob Richardson, head of the National Crime 
Agency’s (NCA’s) Modern Slavery & Human 
Trafficking Unit, said the victim was exploited 
over a nine-month period and forced to live in 
appalling circumstances. 

"I can only commend the victim’s bravery for 
speaking out against her abusers," he said. 

“The case also reinforces how modern slavery 
is a crime that often happens in plain sight. 
There could be victims of exploitation working 
in domestic servitude or forced labour in your 
street or neighbourhood.” 

Detective Inspector Rachel Miskelly said: 
“John and Precious Izekor exerted their control 
by threatening the victim she would be deport-
ed – despite her being in the country legally. 
And, in return for her efforts, a meagre £20 per 
month was sent to her family in Nigeria. She 
was never paid directly. 

"Despite claims that the victim was treated like 
a member of the family, there were no acts of 
kindness or compassion. She was controlled 
and treated appallingly. 

“Nothing can ever undo the way in which this 
woman was taken advantage of. 

“I can only hope that the outcome of this inves-
tigation, which is a milestone, might encourage 
anyone who has been abused, or is being 
abused, to come forward. If you have been ex-
ploited please speak to us.” 

Kirsten McKevitt, one of the Public Prosecu-
tion Service’s human trafficking specialist 
prosecutors, said: “We understand how daunt-
ing it can be for victims of such offences to re-
port their experiences, but I would appeal to 

anyone who thinks they may be a victim in a 
similar situation to please come forward and 
inform police. They will be treated sensitively 
and with dignity in the investigation of crimes 
of this nature." 

The husband and wife, with an address at 
Ashmount Gardens in Lisburn, admitted that 
on dates between September 1, 2016 and Sep-
tember 30, 2017 they 'required another person 
to perform forced or compulsory labour.’ 

Whilst the victim was forced to carry out do-
mestic duties, a majority of the criminality by 
the Izekors was unpaid childcare in their then 
Castlereagh Place home in Belfast. 

As he sentenced the couple, Judge Greene said 
that whilst it was accepted the Izekors did not 
physically ill-treat the women they kept as a 
domestic slave, they gained financially by not 
having to pay childcare costs while they 
worked. 

The judge added there was also a financial loss 
to the victim and spoke of the "exploitation of 
her in the excessive hours she was required to 
work - both in childminding and in doing 
household chores which she ought not to have 
been asked to perform." 

The victim - who is now 33 - arrived in North-
ern Ireland in 2011 and worked as a nanny for 
a five-year period. 

 

When her employer sister returned to Nigeria 
in the autumn of 2016, the woman moved into 
Castlereagh Place with the Izekors. During this 
period, she was kept ignorant of her immigra-
tion status and was prevented from having ac-
cess to her passport and paperwork. 

Whilst working for the Izekors, the woman had 
her own room and was given food and clothes 
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but was not paid any money, while a small sum 
was sent to her family in Nigeria. 

When she finally raised the issue of her docu-
ments with Precious Izekor, an argument en-
sued. A few days later, she left the Izekors and 
went to stay with a friend, who - concerned for 
the woman - felt she was being exploited and 
accompanied her to the Home Office. 

When a Home Office official called at the Ize-
kors' home, Precious was asked about the 
woman, and denied knowing her. 

An investigation was launched which resulted 
in the involvement of the PSNI and the arrests 
of John and Precious Izekor, who both admit-
ted the offence. 

Crown prosecutor Charles MacCreanor QC 
said the Probation Board had assessed both 
husband and wife of presenting a medium risk 
of re-offending, and both had displayed a lim-
ited victim awareness. 

Mr MacCreanor said John Izekor possessed a 
"distorted view of the power relationship" be-
tween him and the domestic slave, while Pre-
cious has maintained the view that she was 
helping the woman out. 

Pointing out their offending was "over a pro-
tracted period", the barrister added both John 
and Precious Izekor "had a good working 
knowledge of the immigration system and have 
abused it." 

Gavan Duffy QC, representing Precious Izekor, 
told Judge Greene that the couple's Lisburn 
home was attacked last week. 

He told the court: "Unfortunately last Thursday 
evening, in the middle of the night, a mob at-
tacked the home of the defendants where they 
live with their three children. 

"Very significant damage was caused to the 
property, the children were terrified by what 
was taking place. 

"Police officers were called to the scene and 
the defendants and their children had to be es-
corted away from their home to a safe place 
and now, as a consequence of that, they are 
now homeless." 

 

Mr Duffy pointed out that his client was not 
responsible or involved in any way in bringing 
the woman to the UK. He also said that during 
the offending period, there were no threats or 
violence, there has been no further contact with 
the woman and there has been no further of-
fending in the five years since her arrest. 

John Izeokor's barrister Barry Gibson said his 
client was a "highly skilled individual" with a 
degree in accountancy and two business-related 
post graduates. 

As the defendant stood in the dock, Judge 
Greene said: "He is a man who professes to 
have Christian values. 

"How someone can have Christian values and 
treat someone like this is beyond me. Perhaps 
he will reflect on those Christian values in the 
years ahead." 

After passing sentence and ordering them to 
pay their victim £10,000 compensation, the 
couple were told by the Judge "you are now 
free to go." 
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 By: Bunmi Johnson  

 New York Bureau-Chief 

 New York, USA 

 

 

T he police in 

Tuckahoe, 

New York, 

United States have found 

the body of a former Nigeri-

an diplomat, Ambassador Ejeviome Otobo, who 

was last seen in his neighbourhood on June 15, 

2022. The Tuckahoe Police Department on June 19 

announced in a Facebook post that Etobo was 

missing and requested information from the public. 

 

The 70-year-old diplomat at the time of his death, 

served as the Director and Deputy Head, Peace-

building Support Office at the United Nations 

headquarters in New York between December 

2006 and October 2013. 

On June 24, the police announced that Etobo had 

been found dead and sent condolence message to 

his family. 

“The Tuckahoe Police Department regrets to in-

form members of the community that Mr Ejeviome 

Otobo was located yesterday afternoon and is de-

ceased. 

“We would like to thank those of you who offered 

tips and tried to assist with the investigation. Our 

thoughts go out to the Otobo family during this dif-

ficult time,” the statement read. 

Until his death, he was a Non-Resident Senior Fel-

low in Peacebuilding and Global Economic Policy 

at the Global Governance Institute in Brussels, Bel-

gium. 

 

Politics 
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Politics 

By: Seyi Awoleye  

Los Angeles, USA 

 

 

S 
upreme Court Justice Clarence 

Thomas released a concurring opin-

ion that SCOTUS should reconsider 

the cases that legalized birth control, 

sodomy and same-sex marriage. 

 

Samuel L. Jackson is weighing in on the fallout 

around the Supreme Court's latest ruling. 

The Academy Award honoree, 73, called out Jus-

tice Clarence Thomas' after Thomas suggested the 

court should reconsider other key decisions, includ-

ing the 2015 case establishing the right to same-sex 

marriage, following the SCOTUS decision to over-

turn 1973's Roe v. Wade and the constitutional 

right to abortion. 

Loving vs Virginia refers to a 1967 Supreme Court 

ruling which found that interracial marriage bans 

were unconstitutional. 

Jackson's tweet is especially pointed given that 

Thomas himself had an interracial marriage in 1987 

to Virginia Thomas - a white woman. 

 

Following last week's court decision on Roe v. 

Wade, many people on the political left were wor-

ried that the ruling would set a dangerous precedent 

moving forwards, as it may see other civil 

liberties be stripped away from US citizens. 

These fears turned out to be justified, as in a 

concurring opinion, Justice Thomas 

wrote that the 

 Supreme Court should 'reconsider' rulings 

that legalised birth control, sodomy and same-

sex 

 marriage next. 

"In future cases, we should reconsider all of 

this Court's substantive due process prece-

dents, including Griswold, Lawrence, and 

Obergefell. Because any substantive due pro-

cess decision is 'demonstrably erroneous', ... 

we have a duty to 'correct the error' estab-

lished in those precedents," he said. 

The 74-year-old from Georgia was first appointed 

to the Supreme Court back in 1991 by then Presi-

dent George Bush. 

Known as one of the most conservative judges of 

the nine, he has been joined by Trump appointees 

Clarence Thomas 
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Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett in recent 

years. 

With justices tending to vote 

along ideological lines, these 

appointments have changed 

the make-up of the Supreme 

Court from majority liberal, 

to majority conservative. 

Without that majority, the 

overturning of Roe v. Wade 

simply wouldn't have been 

possible. 

Jim Obergefell, one of the 

plaintiffs in the histor-

ic Obergefell v. Hodge case 

that 

 guaranteed the right to marry 

to same-sex couples, said in a statement sent 

 to PEOPLE that Thomas need to take a look at 

himself in the mirror after his recent comments. 

"The millions of loving couples who have the right 

to marriage equality to form their own families do 

not need Clarence Thomas imposing his individual 

twisted morality upon them," he said. 

"If you want to see an error in judgement, Clarence 

Thomas, look in the mirror." 

 

.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren 

also called out Thomas in a 

tweet on Sunday: "Clarence 

Thomas made it clear: right-

wing extremists aren't stopping 

at abortion." 

The 6-3 ruling in favour of over-

turning the historic 1973 deci-

sion will now hand control to 

each US state, meaning that the 

legality of abortion will vary 

depending upon where you are 

in the US. 

Over 20 states are almost certain to ban abortion 

across the board, with Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisi-

ana, Missouri and South Dakota already doing so, 

reports PEOPLE. 

 

Sam uel L.  Jackson  
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Sports 

By: Gbenga Teejay Okunlola 
London, UK 
 
 

 
frobeat singer-songwriter Emmanuel    

Anjorin, known by the 

stage name      Home-

based, (Nigerian-British) 

mentioned he was in-

spired by music artist such as Tevin 

Campbell, All-4-One, Boys II Men, Bri-

an McKnight, Bob Marley, Otis Red-

ding, Stevie Wonder, Michael Jackson, 

Prince etc. These are the type I grew up 

listening  to. He also enjoyed the music 

of Sir Shina Peters, King Sunny Ade, 

Ebenezer Obey, Majek Fashek, Tuface, 

Styleplus, among others. 

 

I listened to his first single titled “Just 

fine”  and I found it a very vibrant and 

catchy song with such a positive vibe. 

The song touches on love at first sight, 

promise of togetherness and the longevi-

ty that most people seek in a relation-

ship. This song also really brings a sense 

of hope, as no one knows the future. 

However, we all believe we would be 

and do just fine no matter what the fu-

ture brings. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: Kindly introduce yourself to our 

readers? 

 

Homebased: I am Emmanuel Anjorin  mainly re-

ferred to as Homebased, I am a Nigerian based in 

the UK with my family. I am  dad of three beauti-

ful Kids. Two boys and A girl.  I graduated from 

A 

Homebased 
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Babcock University, before proceeding to complete 

a masters degree at the university of Sheffield here 

in the UK. I am a self motivated and very optimis-

tic individual. I self taught myself on the guitar and 

started writing songs- Released my first single in  

2019. I have since released various songs since 

then. I hosted and sold out my debut Music concert 

in London this year. Its was incredibly successful-

ly. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: From where did you derived the 

stage name “Homebased”? 

 

Homebased: I got the name during my time at uni-

versity from playing football. I was that guy that 

would always have his full kit on. i.e.  the latest 

football boot, fresh jerseys  Man United, Arsenal 

etc  you know what I mean.  Shin pads , etc Plus I 

was quite flamboyant  in my style of playing.  So 

folks will  joke and say you are still a Homebased 

player regardless of all your showmanship. “The 

Homebased players in Nigeria are the players that 

play for local leagues and not foreign established 

clubs like the  premiership team's etc . But  I do 

like the name as it reminds me that my heart is 

based at home even though I now live in overseas. 

 

A-CHOICES: Early life and Education? 

  

Homebased: had all my preliminary education in 

Nigeria and moved to the UK to further my Educa-

tion. As a kid I grew in a Christian home so music 

had always been  an integral part of my family. All 

my siblings are singers too. My younger brother 

Nelsonjeez is also an incredible Afrobeat artist – 

He has some incredible released across all plat-

forms   

 

A-CHOICES: “Just fine” A perfect song for when 

you finally find the one. What inspired you to do 

such a song? 

 

Homebased: This song was inspired by my Wife. 

In fact it was written for her. I remember sitting in 

my garden playing my guitar and I was  just play-

ing around with some few chords . Then the song 

came to me and I wrote it.  It Just very special in-

deed. I also released a Music Video for it which is 

on YouTube. My wife was also the main video girl 

in  the video. Who else  would fit the bill… 

 

 

A-CHOICES: How did you find music? Did you 

grow up in a musical household, or are you first 

generation? 

 

Homebased: Yes like I mentioned I grew up in 

music family  and we were always part of the choir 

in church  etc 

 

 

A-CHOICES: Are there any particular songs that 

you associate with your earliest memories? 

 

Homebased: I listened to a lot of the RNBs be-

cause  my Uncles and Aunts would always play  

the Tevin cambells,  Can we talk , All 4 one – I 

swear etc. All those type of songs were mainly 

what I listened to growing up, 

 

 

A-CHOICES: Your voice is magical. Would you 

say too bad no mainstream media give the attention 

you deserve? 

 

Homebased: Oh thanks for the that. I work hard 

each day to look after my voice. I think I am still 
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trying to find that perfect touch which would be my 

signature sound. I am doing a  lot of vocal training 

at the moment with voice coaches. So there Is still 

a lot of pitch improvements to come. Well, I 

wouldn’t say the  mainstream is not given me the 

attention needed. The music industry is highly 

competitive sector and there are so may talents out 

there. I guess its just challenging to be an inde-

pendent artist compared to having a label behind 

you. However, with the power of social media and 

other media channels I still believe anyone is able 

to get their message out there. So long ones work 

its quality, unique  and one  can stay consistent. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: Is there any album or EP you are 

working on right now? 

 

Homebased: My first EP was tagged Spur Me on 

which has done very well and I am really proud 

and  impressed. 

I am currently working towards releasing another 

EP before the end of the year. But a couple singles 

will  drop this summer for sure. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: What music are you listening to 

right now? 

 

Homebased: I am listening to mainly acoustic soul 

vibes at the moment. As I am at a stage in life 

where I am doing a lot more thinking, pondering 

and these sorts of songs really helps me when I am 

in that Zone. At the moment I am vibing with  art-

ist like Teeks, Solomon, Ady Suliemon, Leslie 

Odom - Etc 
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A-CHOICES: What are your main inspirations 

behind your music? 

Homebased: I write mainly about Love, relation-

ship  and some fictional stuff as well. I guess it just 

depends on what comes. But I try to make sure my 

songs are conscious 

 

 

A-CHOICES: What has been the most memorable 

moment in your career so far? 

 

Homebased: Definitely! my Concert in April of 

2022 This was tagged” Homebased in Concert” It 

took place at the Smade Lounge in London . This 

was sold out with people queuing outside the ven-

ue. It just unbelievably successful. The energy of 

the fans was second to none – Just brilliant for a 

debut show  for an independent  artist. In fact I am 

basking  and buzzing till this day!. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: Tell us something about your song 

writing process. What usually comes first the lyrics 

or the beats? And do you prefer the piano or the 

guitar when writing? 

 

Homebased: So I bring out my guitar, the chord 

starts to play and then the lyrics follow. I would 
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usually send that  guitar sample to a producer and 

they will make beats for the song. I have recently 

started  free styling on beats too . But I prefer writ-

ing on the guitar as this gives you more freedom to 

express. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: What is the one thing you are not 

willing or prepared to do ever, in your quest to 

achieve a successful musical career? 

 

Homebased: This is a big question. Well I do  

have my principles and belief system which are 

underpinned by self-value and respect, I won’t 

compromise on these things 

 

A-CHOICES: Which Nigerian  Music legend or 

musician do you look up to? 

 

Homebased: It’s a really difficult as I listen to eve-

ry and anything. I don’t really look to one particu-

lar artist. I look to up to all successful artist both 

Old and new. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: What do you think of Nigerian  mu-

sic presently? 
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Homebased: I think its taking over the over the 

world gradually – Thanks to BurnaBoy, Wiz , Da-

vido, Tiwa savage, CKay  and the rest of us. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: What words of advice would you 

give to young Nigerians like you who are pursuing 

big dreams? 

 

Homebased: Keep working, believe, be self as-

sured , be consistent and dare to be different  and 

unique. Don’t follow what you think everyone is 

doing. Find your own sound and Niche. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: When you’re not recording and per-

forming, what other hobbies make you tick? 

 

Homebased: I am a very good footballer, A chil-

dren book author _ I just released a children's book 

tilted “Trip to the River” a great book for ages 2 – 

6.  It available on Amazon- So do pick one up for 

your nephew and nieces.  I am a family man, so 

you will also catch me doing activities with my 

Children. I love gardening and playing video 

games too. I am also a life coach and very  passion-

ate about helping other progress. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: Compare and contrast the following 

artistes 

Davido, Whizkid, Burna Boy, Kiss Daniel ? Who's 

your favourite? 

 

Homebased: They are all incredible artistes and I 

am inspired by everyone of them.  It takes a lot to 

get to the top and you have to respect what goes 

into that.  I guess every individual is different and 

this brings the variety to the industry.  I vibe with 

each of them differently depending on my mood. 

Burna Boy is my favourite artist out of Motherland 

still. He just brings something a bit extra. But like I 

said utmost respect to every talented artist whether 

upcoming or established. 

 

 

A-CHOICES: Any last words and thoughts to 

your fans ? 

 

Homebased: Massive Shout out and special thanks 

to you A - Choices Magazine. Thanks for having 

me on. To everyone out there much love to you all. 

Remember to Stay always stay positive and never 

give up. Please Do follow my journey 

@Homebased_official and Homebased on all mu-

sic platforms. More music coming your way short-

ly stay tuned! 
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Anu Akomolafe's 40th Birthday 

Orange County, California, USA 

 

40  and Fabulous! 

Congratulations on 

your 40th birthday. 

Wishing you a truly 

fabulous  and many 

happy returns of the day. 

Aging can be fun if you lay back and en-

joy it. Every year of life is a gift, even 40. 

Cherish all your happy moments; they 

make a fine cushion for old age. 

Still fun, foxy, and fabulous at 40. Happy 

Birthday to one beautiful and youthful 40

-year-old! 

Happy Birthday, lady! No one would ev-

er guess that you're 40 years old, and 

with the proper bribe, we at A-CHOICES 

Magazine won't tell them! 

God's richest blessings upon you at all 

times. Lots of Love. 

 

Best wishes from, 

A-CHOICES Magazine  

http://www.a-choicesmagazine.com 
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By: Joy Gofwen   

Lagos Bureau Chief 

Lagos, Nigeria 

 

 

F ew days to the presidential primary 

election of the All Progressives Con-

gress (APC) Bola Ahmed Tinubu who was at that 

time an aspirant said it is his turn to be the next 

President. 

Tinubu was seen in a video lamenting over the lack 

of support from those he supported into office dur-

ing previous elections particularly, President Buha-

ri and governor of Ogun State Adedapo Abiodun. 

Tinubu who was visibly disappointed, spoke in his 

local Yoruba dialect while he sought the support of 

delegates from Ogun State. Key point of that ad-

dress was when Tinubu said it is his turn to be the 

next president “emi lo kan.” 

Now here’s the big question, who’s turn is it to be-

come the next President of Nigeria? Factors sur-

rounding the answer to this question are enormous 

but mainly religion and region. It is not news that 

the North/Muslims have been in power for seven of 

the eight years of this current administration. 

Candidates in the ruling All Progressive Congress 

and the opposition Peoples Democratic Party 

which are the two major parties and, what seems to 

be a third force, Labour Party have emerged and 

much reactions have poured in as to the choices of 

their candidates. 

I stumbled on a Facebook post by Bitrus Kaze, a 

former member representing Jos-East/Jos-South 

Federal Constituency. He touched on 

some of the issues surrounding who 

becomes the next president, read be-

low.   

MUCH ADO ABOUT THE MUS-

LIM-MUSLIM TICKET! 

To my mind, the drive for Muslim-

Christian ticket appears to reduce 

Christians in Nigeria to second-class 

citizens, sounds more like a battle cry 

Politics 

Tinubu  
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of the defeated and helpless. Christians who clamor 

for the office of the Vice President, invariably sug-

gest that they have accepted and are contented with 

or helpless about the handing over of Nigeria’s 

Presidency to another Muslim, eight years after 

President Buhari. 

 

In my considered view, the Muslim-Muslim brou-

haha is mere symptoms of the problem, the kernel 

of which is the handing over to another Muslim 

President, eight years after the reign of a President 

who is a Muslim. A Muslim-Muslim presidential 

transition simply amounts to the furtherance of 

what Ex-President Obasanjo aptly describes as 

“Fulanisation and Islamisation” of Nigeria. 

The Guardian editorial of 17th June 2022 observed 

that Nigerians of the Christian faith rightly believe 

that they have suffered more than any other group 

from the insurgency, terrorism, kidnapping, raping 

and outright killings that have become the order of 

the day “particularly in the last seven years of the 

President Muhammadu Buhari-led government.” 

Fairness is not just for a Christian to be made Vice 

President immediately after Prof Yemi Osinbajo 

who has been in that office for the seventh of the 

eight possible years. 

Christians in Nigeria should not settle for or even 

bother about a Muslim-Christian ticket in 2023; to 

me it has little or no difference with Muslim-

Muslim ticket because both scenarios promote a 

Atiku -Abubakar  
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presidential transition from President Buhari to an-

other Muslim President. Consistent with the letter 

and spirit of Sections 14(3) of the Constitution of 

the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 to promote 

national unity and also to command national loyal-

ty, what amounts to fairness in my considered view 

is for the political parties to respect our collective 

religious sensibilities by working for the emer-

gence for a Southern Christian to succeed President 

Buhari. 

In this circumstance, to any true lover for the con-

tinued corporate existence of one Nigeria, “the 

OBIdient” option (burrowing from Gov Obaseki) 

inevitably becomes a duty, a very viable, reasona-

ble, responsible and justifiable one irrespective of 

our political party affiliations. A Christian from the 

South (preferably South-East) should take over 

from President Buhari. 

I have no iota of doubt in my mind that either a 

Southern Christian becomes Nigeria’s President in 

2023 or we inch closer, slowly but sure-

ly to fulfilling the long-term but well-

documented goal of individuals like 

President Buhari, who by words and 

deeds have never hidden their wish to 

make Nigeria an Islamic State. 

(Facebook) 

While we anticipate the general elec-

tions with great hope, it is the responsi-

bility of each of us to participate come 

2023. The Independent Electoral Com-

mission (INEC) have graciously extend-

ed the closing date for the Continued 

Voter Registration (CVR) lets partici-

pate with due diligence to bring the Ni-

geria of our dreams. Peter  Obi  
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By: Joy Gofwen   

Lagos Bureau Chief 

Lagos, Nigeria 

 

 

 

US  singer R. Kelly has been 

sentenced to 30 years in pris-

on for using his celebrity status to sexually abuse 

children and women. The R&B artist, 55, was con-

victed last September in New York of racketeering 

and sex trafficking crimes. 

 

The legendary   R n B singer was sentenced to 30 

years in prison on Wednesday for sexually abusing 

women, girls and boys, more than 20 years after 

first facing allegations. 

Kelly’s conviction represents a victory for survi-

vors of sexual violence, particularly thosewho may 

hesitate to speak out against abusers for fear of ret-

ribution. 

 

Appearing in court on Wednesday, the disgraced 

singer remained silent as he heard from some of his 

accusers who gave victim impact statements re-

counting their experiences with the singer. Prose-

cutors had called for R Kelly to receive more than 

Crime 

R - K e l l y  
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25 years behind bars in order to “protect the pub-

lic” from the “I Believe I Can Fly” singer. 

 

 US district judge Ann Donnelly imposed the sen-

tence at the federal court in Brooklyn after hearing 

from survivors who attested to how Kelly’s exploi-

tation reverberated in their lives. 

After the sentence was passed down, Donnelly 

spoke directly to Kelly, saying: “These crimes 

were calculated and carefully planned, and regular-

ly executed for almost 25 years. You taught them 

that love is enslavement and violence.” 

 

 “With the aid of his inner circle and over a period 

of decades, the defendant preyed upon children and 

young women for his own sexual gratification. "In 

order to carry out his many crimes, the defendant 

relied upon his fame, money and popularity as an 

R&B recording star and used the large network of 

people his status afforded him – including his busi-

ness managers, security guards and bouncers, run-

ners, lawyers, accountants, and assistants – to both 

carry out and conceal his crimes.” 

 

Gloria Allred, who represented the three women 

who testified against R Kelly, told reporters that 

“no one can undo the harm that has been done to 

these victims,” which his lawyer’s denied. 

 

The acting associate director off Homeland Securi-

ty Investigations (HSI) who announced Kelly’s 

sentencing meanwhile called the singer a “prolific 

serial predator who utilised his wealth and fame to 

prey on the young and vulnerable by dangling 

promises of fame, fortune and stardom for his own 

sexual gratification.” 

 

Victims ‘grateful’ for 30 year sentence 

R Kelly’s victims were divided in their opinion of 

his sentence of 30 years, but said they were 

“grateful” that the disgraced R&B singer was 

“away and will stay away”. 

Speaking outside court following the verdict two 

women, who remained anonymous while reading 

their victim impact statements to the court, said 

they were “proud” of one another. 
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 By: Andrew Collins 
 London, UK 

 

 

syk took Joshua's WBA (Super), IBF 

and WBO titles in 

September, but the 

Briton, 32, is "hungry" to 

become a three-time world 

champion. 

The fight takes place at Jed-

dah Super Dome in Saudi 

Arabia and Joshua said: "Let 

me get in there and do my 

job. 

The fight takes place at Jed-

dah Super Dome in Saudi 

Arabia and Joshua said: "Let 

me get in there and do my 

job. 

"I'm not a comedian, I'm not someone who likes 

big speeches. I'm definitely hungry, definitely des-

perate." 

Joshua won his one other rematch in his profes-

sional career, when he beat Andy Ruiz Jr on points 

in a 2019 contest, also staged in Saudi Arabia. 

"I'm definitely desperate to get my hands on the 

titles," he added. Usyk took Joshua's WBA 

(Super), IBF and WBO titles in September, but the 

Briton, 32, is "hungry" to become a three-time 

world champion. 

The fight takes place at Jeddah Super Dome in 

Saudi Arabia and Joshua said: "Let me get in there 

and do my job. 

"I'm not a comedian, I'm not someone who likes 

big speeches. I'm definitely hungry, definitely des-

perate." 

Joshua won his one other rematch in his profes-

sional career, when he beat Andy Ruiz Jr on points 

in a 2019 contest, also staged in Saudi Arabia. 

"I'm definitely desperate to get my hands on the 

titles," he added. 

Sports 
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Usyk is undefeated in 19 fights, but caused a big 

upset when he dethroned Joshua following a step 

up from cruiserweight, where the Ukrainian was 

the undisputed champion. 

The 35-year-old has seen his life turned upside 

down since that success as Russia invaded his 

homeland. 

The rematch was delayed until August and the de-

cision was then taken to hold it in Saudi Arabia. 

The Gulf country has faced accusations of human 

rights violations and is currently launching a mili-

tary operation in Yemen that has caused a humani-

tarian crisis. 

Usyk wore a Ukraine-inspired blue and yellow 

'colors of freedom' T-shirt to the press conference 

in London and, in a short speech, appeared to deny 

the suggestion money was the motivation for trav-

elling to Saudi. 

"Everything I do in my life, the way I live and the 

way I fight is something I enjoy," he said. "I'm not 

fighting for money or the recognition. Many people 

want the recognition so others remember them, but 

I don't need this, I don't need to become a great. 

"I'm just doing my job now and I will continue do-

ing this while my heart is beating. The only thing I 

am on my way to doing is to save my soul. But 

everything else that is happening to me is just life." 

Anthony  joshua vs  Olexandr usyk  
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M 
eet - Captain Irene Koki 

Mutungi, Africa's first fe-

male Boeing 787 Dream-

liner Captain. She 

is Kenya Airways' 

first female Pilot and Captain, she com-

manded first father/daughter flight and first 

all female flight crew in Africa.  

 

Her father was a Pilot at Kenya Airways, 

flying with him from a very young age ig-

nited her passion to became a Pilot and she 

never looked back.  

 

At age 17, she attended flight school at Nai-

robi's Wilson Airport, where she obtained 

her Private Pilot's License. She went to ob-

tain her Commercial Pilot's License from 

the Federal Aviation Administration, USA.  

 

After obtaining her Commercial Pilot's Li-

cense, Captain Irene Koki Mutungi returned 

to Kenya and was hired by Kenya Airways, 

as their first female Pilot and she has been 

with the airline for more than 2 decades.  

 

She is currently commanding a Boeing 787 

Dreamliner at Kenya Airways.  

 

"My first flight was just few days before I turned 

18 and it was the most amazing experience. My 

most memorable flight was the one I got to do with 

my father, it was his last flight in the airline, he 

chose to retire early and wind up his career with a 

flight he did with me and that was very memora-

ble," said Captain Irene Koki Mutungi. 

 

Join us in celebrating her 

(Credit: Great Hope)  

Captain Mutungi  

Lifestyle 
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Music 

By: Ibukun Babatunde 

Lagos, Nigeria 

 

P opular Nigerian singer, Fireboy,  whose 

real name is Adedamola Adefolahan re-

cently had an unforgettable moment in 

his music career when he performed at the Wem-

bley Stadium. 

The super talented singer broke down in tears 

backstage at Wembley Stadium after sharing the 

stage with British singer, Ed Sheran and perform-

ing his hit single ‘Peru‘ remix. 

The YBNL star performed on the iconic stage with 

British singer, Ed Sheeran, at the stadium in Lon-

don the UK and it had an effect on him,becoming 

the first Nigerian to attain the feet. They performed 

their music collaboration, Peru remix. 

Fireboy got teary after the performance as it was an 

emotional one for him: the first time he’s perform-

ing at the venue which insiders say had 84,000 at-

tendees. He noticed his crew were approaching 

him, taking video, he wanted to run away from 

them so they wouldn’t see him cry. They followed 

him to the room he entered and insisted he let the 

tears all out. 

Fireboy wi th  

Ed Sheeran  
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Sport 

 

By: Seyi Awoleye 

Los -Angeles,CA 

USA 

 

WNBA  star Brittney Griner goes 

on trial in Russia on drugs charges four months af-

ter arrest. WNBA star Brittney Griner appeared in 

a Russian court on Friday, four months after she 

was arrested on cannabis possession charges at an 

airport while travelling to play for a Russian team. 

American basketball star  has gone on trial in Rus-

sia charged with illegal cannabis possession. The 

three-time WNBA league champion was seen ar-

riving handcuffed at a court in the town of Khimki, 

near Moscow on Friday afternoon. If charged, she 

faces up to ten years in a Russian prison. Ms 

Griner, 31, was told at the hearing that she was be-

ing charged with intentionally importing narcotics 

into Russia. She spoke only to confirm that she un-

Bri t tney Griner  
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derstood the charges. The judge set the next hear-

ing for July 7. 

. Griner, who has played regularly in Russia as well 

as in the US Women’s National Basketball Associ-

ation (WNBA), was arrested at a Moscow airport 

in February, allegedly with vape cartridges contain-

ing hashish oil in her luggage. The case takes place 

against a backdrop of high tension between Mos-

cow and Washington over the conflict in Ukraine. 

US officials say Griner has been detained wrong-

fully. 

Griner arrived at Khimki City Court, near Shere-

metyevo Airport, in handcuffs soon after noon 

(local time), wearing a Jimi Hendrix T-shirt and 

sneakers without laces. Three employees of the US 

embassy, including deputy chief of mission Eliza-

beth Rood, were present in the courtroom. Griner 

sat in the defendant’s cage with a plastic bag of 

biscuits and a bottle of mineral water. 

Griner said she was finding detention hard because 

she could not speak Russian, and that she was una-

ble to keep up her fitness because she could do on-

ly general exercises such as stretching. Her lawyers 

declined to say how she planned to plead. 

“She is a bit worried because she has the trial and 

the sentencing in the close future. But she is a 

tough lady. I think that she will manage,” lawyer 

Alexander Boykov said after the hearing. 

Rood said the United States was working very hard 

to bring Griner home: “She asked me to convey 

that she is in good spirits and is keeping up the 

faith.” 

Asked about the case, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 

Peskov denied it was politically motivated. 

“I can only operate with known facts, and the facts 

indicate that the eminent athlete was detained with 

illegal drugs that contained narcotic substances. 

There are articles in Russian legislation that pro-

vide for punishment for such crimes,” he told re-

porters. “Only the court can pass a verdict.” 

US officials and a score of athletes have called for 

the release of Griner – or “BG” as she is known to 

basketball fans. 

Griner’s detention also prompted concerns that 

Moscow could use the two-time Olympic gold 

medallist to negotiate the release of a high-profile 

Russian in US custody. 

The Kremlin has said that Griner violated Russian 

laws and denied she was being held hostage amid 

Russia’s stand-off with the US. 

Griner, a centre for the Phoenix Mercury, had 

played for UMMC Ekaterinburg in Russia during 

the WNBA off-season, like several other US play-

ers offered lucrative contracts by the Russian 

Women’s Basketball Premier League. 

However some have now left the Russian league, 

amid Griner’s detention and Russia’s military in-

tervention in Ukraine. Griner’s wife, Cherelle 

Griner, told CNN in an interview on Thursday 

evening that she was hoping for a meeting with US 

President Joe Biden. "I would love for him to tell 

me he cares,” Cherelle Griner said. 
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What is ArtWizard?

ArtWizard is a Digital Art Platform for virtual 

exhibitions. We offer the opportunity to display, offer 

and buy‑sell works by artists and galleries seeking 

greater access to art connoisseurs across borders, in 

the EU, and the global world.

The purpose of the platform is to open and make 

access to world and contemporary art independent 

of the physical location of the connoisseur/collector 

and artist or gallery, improving access to the general 

public, collectors, and art galleries. ArtWizard makes 

the relationship of artists and galleries around the 

world easier through the innovative Virtual Art Space, 

where their works can be represented.

Our team consists of experts in art, curators, 

marketing, finance, and technology specialists. We 

work with a wide range of artists and galleries who 

believe in new technologies, choose the modern 

approach, and want to expand their presence by 

offering their works to a wider range of connoisseurs 

in an innovative way.

ArtWizard offers live updated content of its 

platform in three different languages – English,

French and Russian so that we can reach faster and 

better different audiences. All our

content is presented by professionals in all three 

languages in real‑time.

What is the innovation of the ArtWizard Platform?

The platform provides a virtual 3D art space where 

collectors, galleries, and the general public may view 

online exhibitions, talk to authors, and purchase 

artworks using the digital communication and payment 

channel of the platform. The art connoisseurs can 

virtually walk into the art space and see multiple high‑

quality images of the selected artworks, curated as an 

exhibition.

We created a unique Virtual Art Space for 

exhibitions on the ArtWizard Platform, where artworks 

can be seen in several (more than five) different 

environments, in proportions and scale, reflecting the 

direction and angle of the fall of light, and the spectator 

can see all artworks with a maximum precision that 

ensures an experience closest to the real experience.

Services offered by ArtWizard

ArtWizard offers a hassle-free digital art space 

that can be accessed by anyone willing to be part of 

the digital art society. We digitalize the exchange of 

information, the art presentation, and purchase of 

artworks in a customer friendly way.

ArtWizard offers a first-class experience for 

connoisseurs of fine art. Customers can purchase 

all artworks directly from the platform by sitting 

comfortably on the armchair in front of the fireplace or 

desk in their office, using virtual payment methods and 

receive their work with express delivery to their door, 

insured by a leading European company and delivered 

by a first-class courier company. We partner with the 

best art houses and platforms to promote our artists, 

galleries, and works.

As the collection of art is also an alternative 

investment method, ArtWizard provides virtual access 

to a live price index in order to see how specific 

categories of art pieces are traded by the most famous 

auction houses, local and international, and be aware 

of the approximate value of the investment in case 

same or similar category of art is purchased by either a 

collector or a gallery.

NYanakiev_A_Journey_Trough_Time_

NYanakiev_Expectation

IRussev‑Turquoise IRussev‑Turquoise

IRussev‑Summer

nocturno
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Services list
1. Digital art space for exhibitions. The service

comprises rent of a virtual exhibition art space. It can

be used by artists, collectors, and galleries who can

exhibit and sell the artworks through the Platform.

2. Representation of an Artist, Gallery, or Collector.

The service comprises a full scale of artist/gallery

representation including the creation of editorial

contnt, advertising, legal representation, and logistics.

3. Art and design consulting of the ArtWizard platform.

The service comprises personalized advice on what

artworks to buy for an office or home interior. The

ArtWizard team helps to find the specific artworks that

will be affordable and suitable for any interior.

4. Live price index.* The service is designed to show

how different art categories that a collector possesses

are willing to buy sell globally. It can be used for

management decisions related to art, investment

decisions, or for the creation of art collection portfolios.

5. Art Investment Consulting. The service comprises

the valuation of specific artworks as an investment

asset and providing auction estimates.

6. Legal advice. ArtWizard offers legal services

related to the protection of artworks, copyright

issues, authenticity claims, review of contracts for

management, and representation of artists within the

EU.

NYanakiev_Venetian_Mask

NManev_Golden_Fairy

DMincheva_The_Blue_Lady

LDimanov_Peasant_BoyNYanakiev_Expectation

NYanakiev_The_Little_Princessel ensayo

LKyuchukova_Rendez_vousLDimanov_The_Butterfly

danzas sensuales
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AMAL STOCKISTS 

 Available at a number of retailers worldwide. 

Contact us: 

On Instagram: @amalfashanuhandbags 
Website:  www.amalfashanu.com

http://www.amalfashanu.com
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Uganda Pop Star and political Challenger-Bobi Wine
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For further information on how to become a certified distributor or joining Longrich 
please contact :Nneoma  Ugenyi  ||  Mobile number +1-5875835573 Canada 

|| email nneomaugenyi@yahoo.com
Or send a message on WhatsApp Or dm on IG @nneomacanada
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HOW TO BECOME A BULGARIAN PERMANENT RESIDENT OR CITIZEN 
BY WAY OF PURCHASING PROPERTY

By: Gbenga Teejay Okunlola & Albena Jones

Although EU citizens can travel and work freely 

throughout the EU member states, there are still 

some restrictions in place for those who wish to 

relocate permanently and for those who are from 

“third countries”, meaning non-EEA countries and 

people who are not Swiss citizens. Did you know that 

if you bought a Bulgarian property or business you 

can obtain permanent citizenship? The recommended 

way, is to hire a specialist law firm to arrange for 

immigration and deal with work permit requirements 

before you arrive. In addition to dealing with your 

permanent residency needs and work permit issues, 

a law firm based near your future home can also deal 

with arranging family permits for non‑EU national 

family members who wish to join you. In this issue we 

would like to introduce you to such an opportunity. 

A law firm in Sofia that offer full planning services 

from buying or renting property, both residential and 

commercial all the way to assisting you with child care 

and education if needed.

CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT
Since 2013, Bulgaria’s government has offered 

a immigration program that can lead to long‑ term 

residency and, where applicable, to full citizenship. 

Since that year, foreign investors have been spending 

more than 500,000 Euros or 1,000,000 BGN on amazing 

residential properties that represent excellent value 

for money and in due time they have been enjoying 

the benefits of being EU citizens without limitations. 
Recently many have discovered the beneficial 

ways to obtain residency by investment is to either 

start or buy a company that is registered in Bulgaria.

There are certain advantages doing this, as Bulgaria 

has one of the lowest flat tax rates in the EU (10% at 

the time of writing). Once the legal period of actually 

living in the country has been met, it is possible for

non‑EU residents to apply for full citizenship. If you 

happen to be from a third country, investing in a 

Bulgarian business or investing in Bulgarian real 

estate can provide you with EU nationality and visa 

free travel throughout the whole territory of the 

EU. One advantage of choosing Bulgaria is that the 

investment is 100% refundable, if you purchase, for 

example, Bulgarian shares on the stock exchange or 

buy government bonds or similar investment vehicles. 

Doing so means you gain unlimited living and working 

rights throughout the EU territory.

It is also possible to acquire permanent residency 

status by investing more than 1,000,000 BGN in a 

Bulgarian licensed credit institution for a time of no less 

than 5 years or by investing at least 6,000,000 BGN in 

the capital of a Bulgarian company, where shares are 

not traded on a regulated market. Investors who get 

involved with large‑scale development projects, such 

as infrastructure for example, are also able to obtain 

long‑term residency rights.If you are planning to 

invest in Bulgaria, be it in a company formation, a trade 

representative office, a second residency opportunity 

for you and family or simply to retire, live and work in

Bulgaria, one must consult a specialist law firm about 

residency, inheritance and taxation issues.

A-CHOICES recommend our legal partners DP

Law Firm, who are one of the most reputable and 

leading multilingual law firms in Bulgaria. To familiarize 

yourselves review the published company profile in 

this issue. When contacting them quote ref: a‑choices 

magazine.
DP

DIMITROV&PARTNERS

https://www.dp-lawfirm.com

Evlogi Georgiev Blvd. 65, apt.7, fl. 3 + 359 2 987 61 51 or 

+ 359 2 987 61 88

+ 359 888 21 51 60 - adv. Dimitrov

+359 2 987 61 44 (Fax)

office@dp-lawfirm.com
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Children Affairs, Abigail Mall. 
"One stop Baby Shop"
Retail and wholesale shopping of baby wears, 
souvenirs, essential educational toys, children 
clothing.

Address: Abigail Mall, Dugbe, Ibadan
Hot-line: +2348033319475 
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ASM-Group Ltd – AL AMAR  Perfumery Group 

Headquarter: Europe, Bulgaria, 1000 Sofia, 15 Yordan 
Stubel str

Phone:    +359-885855598

Email: ahmed.hamed@al-amar.bg

Website: www.al-amar.bg
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